
The Second Sunday before Advent. November 17th 2019 
Collect 
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil  and to make us the children of 
God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he 
shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
Additional Collect 
Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 Malachi 4.1-2a 
4See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that 
comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for you who 
revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 
the stall. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 
6 Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living 
in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but 
with toil and labour we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do 
not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you 
this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 
 
Luke 21.5-19 
5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, 
he said, 6‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will 
be thrown down.’ 
7 They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ 8And he 
said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is 
near!” Do not go after them. 
9 ‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end 
will not follow immediately.’ 10Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful 
portents and great signs from heaven. 
12 ‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and 
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity 
to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom 
that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my 
name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls. 
 
Post Communion 
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring us at the last 
to that fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 
New College Chapel Choir 
A college chapel choir of real distinction. New College are one of the three Patrons of this Wykeham Benefice Living 
and it will be really good to welcome them to sing for us in the lovely (if sometimes not ever so warm) surroundings 
of Broughton church. You are ALL most warmly invited to this FREE concert (there is a Retiring Collection). There will 
be Refreshments to enjoy beforehand and maybe during. Please note the early start time of 6.30pm. Saturday 
November 23rd. 6.30pm. 
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The week ahead 
Mon 18th  9am Morning Prayer in Epwell 
  6pm Youth Group in Sibford 
Tue 19th  9.15am Morning Prayer in Broughton 
  10am Holy Communion in Tadmarton 
  12.30pm Funeral of Thomasina Satherley in Sibford followed by cremation 
Wed 20th  8.45am Morning Prayer in Sibford 
  9.30am Holy Communion in Epwell 
  10am School Assembly at Sibford Gower Endowed Primary School 
  7.30pm Deep Water Fishing study group at The Rectory 
Thu 21st  Ronald’s Day Off 
Fri 22nd   9am Morning Prayer in Swalcliffe 
  2pm Funeral of James White at Banbury crematorium 
  6.30pm Benefice Choir Practice in SIBFORD 
Sat 23rd  9am Morning Prayer in Shutford 
  6.30pm 6.30pm 6.30pm New College Choir, Oxford, perform in Broughton Church 
Sun 24th  The Feast of Christ the King 
  9.30am HC in Shutford, Sibford (BCP) and Swalcliffe and 9.45 in Epwell7 
  11am HC in Broughton and Village Service in Tadmarton 
 
 
December 1st Advent Sunday 
Do please come to the Benefice Service for Advent Sunday in Sibford church at 10am. Bishop Colin will be Presiding 
and Preaching. I wonder if you have all noted that he has announced his retirement for October 2020 so this may 
well be the last time we are able to welcome him to the Benefice. He has been a really good friend to this Benefice, 
Deanery and Area and it would be lovely if there were a good number of people present not only to start Advent as 
it deserves to be started but also to say Thankyou to Bishop Colin for all that he has been and done for us. 
 
 
‘The Dorchester Archdeaconry Common Vision conference took place on Saturday 9 November at Woodstock and 
there was good representation from across our Deanery but sadly not many from the Wykeham Benefice. Bishop 
Colin and Bishop Steven took us through the exciting developments that are taking place in the Diocese and what 
they mean for individual parishes. Bishop Steven also gave us an inspiring teaching session on the theme of ‘Fishing 
in Deep Water’. But for me, at least, the most valuable aspect was a series of ‘Missional Moments’ from 
representatives of individual parishes which have benefited from the Diocese’s initiatives - these covered work with 
young people in the parishes, support for the Diocese’s schools, and starting new congregations. The one that stuck 
in my mind most was an erudite presentation from Hugh White, formerly of Ironstone Benefice but who now looks 
after Minster Lovell parish in Witney Benefice: they have made significant savings from an energy audit, which was 
heavily subsidised by the Diocese. If any of our parishes have not taken advantage of the energy audits, we are losing 
out. They are designed for churches like ours. Finally our new Diocesan Secretary explained how we can apply to the 
Development Fund and receive grants of up to £80,000. 
 
I had a real impression of the strength of support that the Diocese can bring to us as I sat in the gym at Marlborough 
School, Woodstock, where there were hundreds of people, clergy, churchwardens, PCC Secretaries and other parish 
representatives, just from our Archdeaconry.  If we merely see the Diocese as an organisation that takes our parish 
share and imposes restrictions on what we can do to our church buildings, we are missing out. They are there to help 
us make our parishes flourish, to become more Christ-like churches. Take advantage - or forever hold your peace.’ 

 
John Tattersall. 


