
2nd Sunday of Advent. December 9th 2018 
 
Collect 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set 
before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now 
and for ever. 
 
Malachi 3.1-4 
3See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 
days of old and as in former years. 
 
Philippians 1.3-11 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all 
of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the 
one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for 
me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 
grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so 
that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
Luke 3.1-6 
3In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 
 
Post Communion 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us 
grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be 
ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The week ahead 
Mon 10th  9.15am Morning Prayer in Epwell 
  6pm Youth Group in Sibford 
  6pm Nativity Tableau rehearsal in Swalcliffe 
Tue 11th  9.15am Morning Prayer in Broughton 
  10am Holy Communion in Tadmarton 
  12.30 Broughton Lunch Club 
  6.30 Christobella Say and Sele Charity meeting 
Wed 12th  8.45am Morning Prayer in Sibford 
  9.30am Holy Communion in Epwell 
  10am School Assembly at Sibford Gower Endowed 
  12noon Funeral of Thelma Nash in Broughton church followed by cremation 
Thu 13th  6pm Sibford Gower Endowed Carol Service in Sibford 
Fri 14th  9am Morning Prayer in Swalcliffe 
  2pm Bishop Carpenter Christingle Service in Broughton 
  7pm Carol Service in Sibford 
Sat 15th  9am Morning Prayer in Shutford 
  Ronald’s Day Off 
Sun 16th  8am BCP HC in Broughton 
  9.30am Shutford HC, Sibford HC, Swalcliffe MP 
  11am HC Tadmarton and Epwell 
  6pm Carol Service in Broughton 
 
For our prayers 
Peace throughout the world – Yemen, Syria, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Iraq. 
Refugees and migrants – those still risking their lives to get to Europe; those living in appalling camps. 
For moments of peace, calm and reflection in these busy days before Christmas. 
For all the special services and events over these days, that Christ may be found in all of them. 
The leaders of our nation and of the EU. 
Those who are unwell; David, Jean, David, Joan, Oliver, Nat. 
 
                                Advent 

 

 

 

And 'twere good reason too; 
For 'tis a duteous thing 
To show all honour to an earthly king, 
And after all our travail and our cost, 
So he be pleas'd, to think no labour lost. 

 
But at the coming of the King of Heaven 
All's set at six and seven: 
We wallow in our sin, 
Christ cannot find a chamber in the inn. 
We entertain him always like a stranger, 
And as at first still lodge him in the manger.  

Thomas Ford 

Yet if his majesty our sovereign lord 

Should of his own accord 

Friendly himself invite, 

And say "I'll be your guest to-morrow night." 

How should we stir ourselves, call and command 

All hands to work! "Let no man idle stand. 

Set me fine Spanish tables in the hall, 

See they be fitted all; 

Let there be room to eat, 

And order taken that there want no meat. 

See every sconce and candlestick made bright, 

That without tapers they may give a light. 

Look to the presence: are the carpets spread, 

The dazie o'er the head, 

The cushions in the chairs, 

And all the candles lighted on the stairs? 

Perfume the chambers, and in any case 

Let each man give attendance in his place." 

Thus if the king were coming would we do 

https://www.poemhunter.com/thomas-ford/poems/

