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Easter 7: The Sunday after Ascension Day     24 May 2020 
 

Collect 

Risen Christ, you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: help us to seek and serve you, that we 

may join you at the Father's side, where you reign with the Spirit in glory, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Acts 1. 6 - 14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where 

they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.  All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

1 Peter 4: 12 – 14 & 5: 6 – 11 (JB Phillips translation) 

And now dear friends of mine. I beg you not to be unduly alarmed at the fiery ordeals which come to test your 

faith, as though this were some abnormal experience. You should be glad, because it means that you are called 

to share Christ’s sufferings. One day, when he shows himself in full splendour to men, you will be filled with 

the most tremendous joy. If you are reproached for being Christ’s followers, that is a great privilege, for you can 

be sure that God’s Spirit of glory is resting upon you. But take care that none of your number suffers as a 

murderer, or a thief, a rogue or a spy! If he suffers as a Christian, he has nothing to be ashamed of and may 

glorify God in Christ’s name.  

So, humble yourselves under God’s strong hand, and in his own good time he will lift you up. You can throw 

the whole weight of your anxieties upon him, for you are his personal concern. Be self-controlled and vigilant 

always, for your enemy the devil is always about, prowling like a lion roaring for its prey. Resist him, standing 

firm in your faith and remember that the strain is the same for all your fellow-Christians in other parts of the 

world. And after you have borne these sufferings a very little while, God himself (from whom we receive all 

grace and who has called you to share his eternal splendour through Christ) will make you whole and secure 

and strong. All power is his for ever and ever, amen! 

 

John 17: 1 – 11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your 

Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do.  So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. I 

have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them 

to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are 

mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one.’ 
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Post Communion 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

For prayer this week:  

Hazel Scarr and the Green Pastures chaplaincy. All care homes in our area and for care workers, and all NHS 

hospitals and their staff. 

 

Polly and the Homeless and Dispossessed in Banbury – your continued support would be appreciated 

As many of you will be aware Polly Preedy has been voluntarily engaged with Outreach Work with many of a 

group of needy citizens in Banbury over the past 30 years. They are a group of mostly friendless, often rather 

chaotic and unsteady people, unable to access mainstream society and the sophisticated methods of modern 

times.  Until the lockdown over the Coronavirus, not only has Polly reliably provided food for them daily, she 

also given and spent time listening to them and counselling them.   This week Polly met up with some of the 

group and found them generally dishevelled and rather thinner.   Hard times.    This is part of the proof that 

Polly does make a difference in their lives.   She was in tears as she related her ongoing concerns and the stress 

of the situation.   Polly is now determined that on Monday 1 June she will resume her daily commitment to 

these needy people, it is her calling.    What has she in her kitty?   Nothing. 

So, this is an appeal to you to help once more: what does she need and what is the best way to do it?  

Donations of food are challenging at present, but there is a small list of things that are always useful and will 

keep:  Pot Noodles, boxes of cereals, tins of soup with ring pulls, tins of ham or corned beef. 

Donations of Clothing:   Many of us will have usefully turned out our wardrobes in recent weeks so if you have 

any reasonably good clothing that you could donated, this would be useful to offer too.   

For Ladies aged 25-50 Trousers, Blouses, Jumpers & Shoes.    

For Men aged 30-40 Jeans and Jumpers.    

No winter coats etc at present, but as the season changes such things might be useful. 

Financial help would be very helpful preferably by cash as then Polly can find the best value items as she 

knows and understands the needs of the group for a balance in their diet or in matters of personal hygiene, both 

of which are fundamental requirements.   

Individual parishes may like to take action, as many already do. For Epwell residents, if you have something to 

drop off please deliver to Alison Pollard in envelopes at Gage Farm Barn, Sibford Road, Epwell: clearly marked 

with her name and address with POLLY PREEDY on the top corner, or bags of second hand clothing can be 

dropped in the garage if they are not around; and she will see that they are delivered.  

Thank you again, you can and will make a difference I know. 

 

Church collections – For those who would normally be giving each week in cash to their parishes there are a 

number of ways to do on-line giving: I will circulate some guidance to parish treasurers in case they have not 

already seen it, but in the meantime I am sure that they would be delighted to hear from anyone who would like 

to contribute. 
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