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4th Sunday of Easter.          May 7th 2017 

We welcome Dr Catherine Loys as our speaker at the Benefice Eucharist at 11am in Swalcliffe today. 
Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are 
above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Acts 2:42-47 
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds* to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 
home* and ate their food with glad and generous* hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 1 
Peter 2:19-25 
19For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are 
beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have 
God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 
you should follow in his steps.  
22 ‘He committed no sin, 
   and no deceit was found in his mouth.’  
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 
one who judges justly.24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,* so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness; by his wounds* you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
John 10:1-10 
10‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and 
a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 
sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them. 
7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves 
and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in 
and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and 
have it abundantly. 
Post Communion 
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and 
rise again: keep us always under his protection, and give us grace to follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
FOR PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Shire’s Edge: Cropredy, Great Bourton, Wardington, Claydon and Mollington: Hilary Campbell, Lynda Alcock, Sue Upton, 
John Langridge. Cropredy Methodist Chapel 
The peace of the world. 
All those in this country and throughout the world standing in political elections 
The sick 
Erica Wimbush, Pat Salethorn, Mary Page, Kathy Yorke. 
RIP 
Evelyn Phillips, Richard Asser, Mick Canning 
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A PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
This red envelope, Lord, has been put through my letterbox. 
And I have delivered others like it through other doors 
in this Christian Aid Week. 
As have hundreds of others in churches and faith communities all over the land. 
 
It seems such a small thing, 
in the face of such global hunger, poverty and injustice. 
 
And yet, small and slight as it is, this red envelope is a sign, a symbol, 
of an unwillingness to do nothing, 
to let the powers and principalities of entrenched inequality 
remain unchallenged and unchanged. 
For you, Creator God, have told us what is good, 
and what you require of us – 
to do what is just, to show constant love 
and to live in humble fellowship with you. 
 
So I thank you for these red envelopes, 
for all those who deliver and collect them, 
for all those many more, of all faiths and none, 
who give through them. 
And I pray that as a result someone somewhere will be able 
to buy a mosquito net, or rebuild a house, 
or send their daughter to school, or dig a well, 
or sow seeds and in due course 
reap a harvest – a harvest of hope. 
 
Let your blessing, change-making God, 
be upon the work of Christian Aid and all agencies 
and people of good will everywhere 
who seek your Shalom and pursue it. 
 
In the name of the One who came that people might have life –  life in all its fullness. 
 
GRAVETALK. The truth is we are all going to die; but nobody wants to say anything. GraveTalk is a chance to talk about 
death, think about your funeral, ask questions, air your thoughts, drink coffee and eat cake. For people of all faiths and 
doubts - but probably not if you've been bereaved recently. Saturday 13th May, 10am in Sibford Village Hall small hall. 
For further information, ask Liz revlizhawkes@gmail.com . 
 
The coming week – midweek services “as usual”.     Ronald’s day off = Friday 
Mon 8th  2pm Funeral of Evelyn Phillips in Sibford Church 
Thur 11th             7.30pm Deanery Synod in Deddington. Dr Hugh White talking on our Deanery Pilgrimage. 
Sat 13th  12.45 Baptism of Henry McNee in Sibford Church 
  4pm Messy Church in Swalcliffe Village Hall – theme AFRICA. 
Sun 14th  8am BCP HC in Sibford 
  930 HC in Shutford (BCP), Swalcliffe, and Morning Praise in Sibford, 945 HC in Epwell 
   11am HC in Broughton, and Tadmarton  
Mick Canning’s funeral Memorial Service will be in Sibford at 2pm on Thursday May 25th following private cremation. 
Richard Asser’s funeral services will be;  Cremation Weds May 24th 12noon, private burial of ashes, and then 
                                                                         Memorial Service in Tadmarton church Fri May 26th 2pm 

mailto:revlizhawkes@gmail.com

