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Lent 4. Mothering Sunday.         March 26th 2017 
Collect 
God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross 
drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the 
power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Exodus 2:1-10 
2Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman.2The woman conceived and bore a son; and when 
she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three months. 3When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus 
basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the 
bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the 
basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she 
took pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall 
I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?’8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So 
the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, and I 
will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew up, she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses,*‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out* of the 
water.’ 
2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4who 
consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation 
with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also our 
consolation is abundant through Christ. 6If we are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation; if we are being 
consoled, it is for your consolation, which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we are 
also suffering. 7Our hope for you is unshaken; for we know that as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our 
consolation. 
Either Luke 2:33-35 
Jesus’ father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon* blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
Or John 19:25-27 
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, 
‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her 
into his own home. 
 
For Prayer This Week 
Those bereaved and injured in the Westminster atrocity. Those who want to threaten this land with acts of terror. 
For all mothers. For all who cannot be mothers. For Mother Church 
The Sick   
Erica Wimbush, David Maddams, Dominic, Pat Salethorn, Eileen and John Steele, Mary Page 
Bloxham, Milcombe and South Newington:  
Dale Gingrich. Michael Howard, Michael Campling, Tom Moffatt. 
Please pray for the benefice work with children and young families. Messy Church, After school church club, Boys 
Brigade, BYG. 
Warriner MAT  pupils, staff, governors, including local primary schools now members of the MAT 
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The week ahead 
Mon 27  9 Morning Prayer @ Epwell 
  1230 Lent Lunch at sue Tompkins’ parsons Farm bungalow on the Shutford Road out of Sibford 
  730 Lent Group Session 4 @ Rectory 
Tue 28  915 Morning Prayer @ Broughton 

10 Holy Communion at Tadmarton   
730 Shutford APCM in church  

Wed 29  845 Morning Prayer @ Sibford 
930 Holy Communion at Epwell  

Thu 30  9 Morning Prayer at Swalcliffe 
  10.30 Lent Group Session 5 at Danvers Close 
  7.30 Lent Group Session 4 @ Rectory 
  EDGE perform Joseph (and Friday and Saturday) 
Fri 31  Ronald’s Day Off (well some of it) 
  10 Sibford Gower endowed School Service in church 
  630 Benefice choir rehearsal in Sibford church 
Sat 1  9 Morning Prayer in Shutford 
Sun 2  PASSION SUNDAY  
  930 HC @ Sibford, Shutford (BCP) & Swalcliffe, and 945@ Epwell 
  11 HC @ Broughton, and Tadmarton – followed by Taddy’s APCM 

5.30 Youth Group in Sibford Church. ALL young people in Year 9 and above welcome to attend 
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday and the Procession departs at 9.45am from Epwell Village Hall 
 

Bishop Steven spoke to our Deanery on Wednesday last and explained his Vision for the diocese of Oxford; 
He prays that we shall be more CHRISTLIKE in attitude and spirit and expounded The Beatitudes for us, explaining that 
the qualities we read about there are the qualities of Jesus’ life and should the qualities revealed in our corporate life as 
Christians; 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.            We need to know our need of God. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted.                            We should mourn for the pain the world experiences. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth.                       Meekness, humility, gentleness in our dealings with one another. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled.                                      Longing for righteousness and justice, and doing something about it too. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy.                       Losing our sometimes superior and judgemental attitudes. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God.                                      Purity or heart and life. Honesty, integrity, uprightness. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God.        Making peace in our families, communities and churches. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.             Being willing to stand up bravely for the faith we profess. 
 
He continued and gave us three words to characterise what he hopes the Diocese of Oxford will increasingly become; 
CONTEMPLATIVE; being rooted and grounded in a life of prayer and open-ness to God. Spending time in His presence; 
wanting to deepen our faith. 
COMPASSIONATE; viewing all human beings as equals and as our brothers and sisters; caring passionately about those 
who are disadvantaged or exploited. 
COURAGEOUS; being ready and willing to live our faith, radiate the joy it brings, and, when necessary, able to tell people 
the Good News of God’s love for each one of us.  


