
The Wykeham Benefice 
Pewsheet & newsletter 

Epwell, Broughton with North Newington, Shutford, Sibford, Swalcliffe, Tadmarton 

Clergy: Reverend Neil Bowler (Rector)- revneil@wykehambenefice.org.uk; 01295 788005,  

Reverend John Tattersall (Associate Priest)revjohn@wykehambenefice.org.uk; 01295 

780283, 07711 733978 

 

Sunday next before Lent                    14th February 

Collect Almighty Father, whose Son revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon 

the cross: give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 

and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory: who liveth and reigneth with thee, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

2 Kings 2:1-12  
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as 

far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out 

to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away 

from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for 

the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho 

drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master 

away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay 

here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 

yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of 

prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 

Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was 

parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. When 

they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken 

from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, 

“You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 

granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 

heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 

in two pieces. 

 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 

the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; 

we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the 

God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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Mark 9:2-9  
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah 

with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us 

to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He 

did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when 

they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. As they were 

coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until 

after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 
Post Communion O holy God, we behold thy glory in the face of Jesus Christ: grant 

that we who are partakers at his table may reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world 

may know his power to change and save; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Ash Wednesday 17th February  On Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, as a 

Benefice we shall be having Holy Communion services with the imposition of ashes at 10am 

Epwell & 7pm Sibford. There will also be a Zoom service at 4pm for those who would like to 

take part in a service on line. A link for this zoom service will be circulated on shrove 

Tuesday (before your Rector begins making his pancakes). 

Our Lenten journey through Art Revd Neil will be sharing a short (30mins max) 

zoom talk/reflection on pieces of art that have influenced and shaped his Lenten journey over 

the years, on Monday evenings at 7pm (22nd Feb, 1st,8th, & 15th March). A Time to quietly 

and prayerfully reflect through art what Lent might mean to us. Zoom links to these talks will 

be circulated to everyone on our mailing list the morning of the talk. Each week will be a 

stand-alone talk so don’t worry if you can only attend one. Revd Neil studied the Theology of 

art at Leeds University whilst training for ordination. 

For prayers this week The NHS, hospitals, care homes and hospices in Oxfordshire. 

Hospital chaplains, Doctors, Nurses. Farmers and all who work on the land. 

 

The week ahead 

Mon 15th   9am Morning prayer Epwell   

Tues 16th    9am Morning prayer Broughton 

                  

Ash Wed 17th   9am Morning prayer Sibford 

                        10am HC & imposition of ashes Epwell   

                          4pm Zoom Ash Wednesday service 

                          7pm HC & imposition of ashes Sibford 

Thurs 18th 9am Morning prayer Tadmarton 

Fri 19th      9am Morning prayer Swalcliffe 

Sat 20th      9am Morning prayer Shutford 

Sunday 21st  8am BCP HC in Broughton(JT) ; 9.30am HC Sibford (NB),9.30am  Morning 

worship in Swalcliffe 9.45am HC Epwell (JT); 11am Morning praise Broughton (JT) 11am Morning 

praise Shutford; 11am HC Tadmarton (NB); 5pm Benefice Zoom HC  


