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Trinity 4            5 July 2020 
Collect 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: increase and 

multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that 

we lose not our hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God. 

 

Zechariah 9:9-12 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 

of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle-bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.  

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 

pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

Romans 7:15-25 (JB Phillips translation) 

After all, the Law itself is really concerned with the spiritual—it is I who am carnal, and have sold my soul to 

sin. In practice, what happens? My own behaviour baffles me. For I find myself not doing what I really want to 

do but doing what I really loathe. Yet surely if I do things that I really don’t want to do, I am admitting that I 

really agree with the Law. But it cannot be said that “I” am doing them at all—it must be sin that has made its 

home in my nature. (And indeed, I know from experience that the carnal side of my being can scarcely be called 

the home of good!) I often find that I have the will to do good, but not the power. That is, I don’t accomplish the 

good I set out to do, and the evil I don’t really want to do I find I am always doing. Yet if I do things that I don’t 

really want to do then it is not, I repeat, “I” who do them, but the sin which has made its home within me. 

When I come up against the Law I want to do good, but in practice I do evil. My conscious mind whole-

heartedly endorses the Law, yet I observe an entirely different principle at work in my nature. This is in 

continual conflict with my conscious attitude, and makes me an unwilling prisoner to the law of sin and death. 

In my mind I am God’s willing servant, but in my own nature I am bound fast, as I say, to the law of sin and 

death. It is an agonising situation, and who on earth can set me free from the clutches of my sinful nature? I 

thank God there is a way out through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and calling to one 

another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”  

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came eating and 

drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is 

vindicated by her deeds.’ At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 

have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 

him. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by your governance 

that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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For Prayer this week 

The Bishop of Oxford; Steven Croft 

For all members of our Deanery Synod, particularly the Lay Officers – Lay Chair, Secretary and Treasurer 

Those who serve us on Diocesan Synod 

The Bishops of Reading and Buckingham, Olivia and Alan 

 

Re-opening of our churches for public worship 

Churches can now be re-opened for public worship but for the moment we are continuing with only our Zoom 

service at 10.00am on Sundays. There are enormous challenges in restarting public services in our churches, 

especially when many members of our congregations are still sheltering. I hope to be able to advise you in the 

next few weeks of when and where the first services in our churches will restart. 

 

For your diaries 

Wykeham Benefice Council meeting (including all PCC members) – meeting on Zoom at 7.30pm on Friday 

17 July. This will be an opportunity to update members on progress with the recruitment of a new Rector and 

the reopening of our churches for public worship. 
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