
August and September 2022 
For your parish! Broughton with North Newington, Epwell, Shutford, 

Sibford, Swalcliffe and Tadmarton 

 
 
 

Summer, a time to celebrate God’s 

Creation and help to protect it. 
 

The Diocese of Oxford is encouraging all churches to consider their role in being 

an Eco Church. At times it seems an overwhelming responsibility but in July 

Bishop Olivia was joined by a film crew for a special service on creation care and 

an exclusive interview on how, as Christians, we must play our part in climate 

action. Bishop Olivia says,  
 

"It’s got to be about more than just talk. We’ve got to back up what we’re 

preaching and what we’re teaching with actions that make a difference." 
 

How can faith speak into the climate crisis? 

Look out for news of the documentary later this year. In the meantime, do check 

out the latest edition of Care for Creation newsletter via the Diocese of Oxford 

website,  https://mailchi.mp/oxford.anglican.org/care-for-creation-july-2022 

which is full of information to support your climate action. 

https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=e81c5d03ce&e=529e7c5017
https://mailchi.mp/oxford.anglican.org/care-for-creation-july-2022


Dear friends, 

 
A shaded lamp and a waving blind, 

And the beat of a clock from a distant floor:  
On this scene enter—winged, horned, and spined— 

A longlegs, a moth, and a dumbledore; 

While 'mid my page there idly stands 

A sleepy fly, that rubs its hands... 

 

Thus meet we five, in this still 

place, 

At this point of time, at this point in space. 

—My guests besmear my new-penned line, 

Or bang at the lamp and fall supine. 

"God's humblest, they!" I muse. Yet why? 

They know Earth-secrets that know not I. 

 

These two beautiful verses from Thomas Hardy’s poem, An August 

Midnight, describes the poet sat at his desk as he welcomes visitors; a 

longlegs, a moth, a dumbledore (an old English term for a bumblebee) and 

finally a fly. Each of these insects are personified as they gather around the 

light of the lamp with the poet. 

It’s suggested that the main theme of Hardy’s poem is a reflection upon 

the meaning and purpose of life, in relationship with the natural world 

around him. Why does this meeting happen, why do the insects gather 

together at this very moment around the light? 

As Christians the verse of the Bible where Jesus says ‘I am the light of the 

world’ may well come to mind as we read the poem, those who see and 

hear of the wonderful attraction of the light of Jesus in their lives, are 

drawn towards it. The poem also acknowledges the reality that there are 

others who will look on and wonder why? 

I would like us all across our Benefice, over the next couple of months, to 

spend time reflecting upon and praying individually and together about, 

how we might visibly bring the light of Christ into all aspects of the lives 

of the people who live and work in our villages. I would therefore 

encourage you to make space and time to think and pray about this and to 

pray also for growth in the numbers of people being open to see and 

experience the light of Christ in their lives and the Good News that Jesus 

has brought into the world. 

Love & prayers 

Revd Neil 

Tel: 788005 



 

Village News Village News Village News 

 

St Nicholas Tadmarton -  
Having cleared the pews from around the font we are so pleased with the space 
it has created.  This combined with the horrific cost of connecting the church to 
the water services led us to consider if it was worth going ahead with the 
proposed kitchen area.  In the meantime refreshments were being offered after 
the Sunday service in the newly refurbished village hall which do of course have 
toilets.  This has worked so well (Thank you all on the village hall committee) 
that at our PCC meeting in May we took the decision to just leave the reclaimed 
space as it is and suspend further work on the kitchen. 
 

This now means we have 2 extra pews to sell if anyone is interested, please 
contact John Whitney on 01295 788372. 
 

In July we celebrated the Christening of Barney with his family and friends at a 
special service in church. Congratulations to him as he joins the church family of 
Tadmarton. 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 25TH SEPTEMBER 6P.M.: As this is a double edition taking us 
right through to the end of September it is worth highlighting out Harvest 
Festival service on 25 September at 6.00pm.  This will be followed by a supper in 
the village hall which Shirley Wackrill and Jennifer Brown are organising. 
 

I am getting a bit further with installing Wi Fi into the church but these things 
always take longer than you expect! 
 

Wishing everyone a lovely summer and a safe trip to all those travelling away on 
holiday.   
God Bless,  Chris Dean 
 

Epwell Notes -  
On writing this ahead of the publication of this edition, I wanted to mention that 
we will have held an Evensong service in the field of Yarn Hill Cottage to bless the 
Lavender harvest that will have taken place on 31st July at 6p.m. Neil will kindly 
do this and take the service, celebrating God’s creation of nature and the world. 
We hope that many will come from the village and the benefice and enjoy the 
change of location. Perhaps this will become a regular occurrence, who knows? 
Time will tell if it will be a bumper crop for the lavender this year but the sudden 
heat has meant we are currently at full tilt trying to get the lavender in before it 
goes too far over for distillation. – Carolyn KdeG.  

 
 



Yarn Hill lavender and clover coming into bud  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
GARDEN OPEN IN EPWELL AND TEAS, 21st AUGUST – 5 P.M: 
Alan Cooper is planning to open the gardens of his home, Southbank, for the 
first time under the National Open Garden Scheme.  
The garden has evolved over the years and includes  mature trees, mixed 
herbaceous borders, peony and geranium beds. The garden will be open from 
2.00 - 5.00pm and costs £3.50 for adults, children free. Teas will be available in 
the village hall and money from refreshments will go to St Anne's church. 
 

EPWELL’S HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE AT ST. ANNE’S CHURCH,  
SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER AT 10.30A.M. AS AN ‘ALL AGE FAMILY SERVICE’ 
 

Sibford News -  
A quiet time at Holy Trinity.  
After the excitement of the Jubilee celebrations the recent few weeks have been 
quiet at Holy Trinity.  
 

The weather was kind for the Village Teas in the Village Hall in June and raised 
£550 for church funds. Thanks to Gil Soden and her merry band of helpers.  
 

The PCC wish to thank David and Jason Tustian of Sibford Gower for replastering 
and painting the South wall of the church and restoring it to its former glory.  
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION 8TH OCTOBER: The next fundraising event will be 
the sale of 2023 Calendars . The exhibition of winning entries and rolling digital 
display of all entries will be shown on the 8th October between 10 -4 pm in 
church and calendars will be on sale. There will be a Coffee Morning in church to 
coincide with the Exhibition. Come and drink coffee, eat cake and relax whilst 
watching the display of entries.  
 



 

FOOD FOR THE HOMELESS IN BANBURY: We continue to support Polly Preedy 
as she daily feeds the homeless and needy in Banbury. Contributions of dried 
and tinned goods can be left in the basket in the church porch. She is 
appreciative of all the donations she receives especially as she receives fewer 
contributions than in previous times.  
 

Revd Neil welcomed Year 1 & Year2 children from Sibford school to the church 
at Sibford in July and showed them all around the church. Great fun was had by 
all the children learning about what happens in church and even getting to sit in 
the Bishops chair! The children sent to the church a lovely card of thanks and 
pictures of the stained glass windows they made after their visit. 
 
HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE ON SUNDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER AT 11A.M. 
Holy Trinity church, Sibford, will be celebrating Harvest with a special Harvest 
Festival service in church, followed immediately afterwards by a Harvest lunch in 
the Village Hall. All welcome. 
 

 
 

 
 

Broughton Summer Fete at Broughton Castle 
Saturday 10th September from 2 – 5pm 

 
By kind permission of Lord and Lady Saye and Sele, everyone is welcome 

to come and enjoy the Broughton Church fete in beautiful surroundings! 
There will be Jazz, teas, Pimms, a BBQ, tombola, games and lots more! 
Entrance is £3 for adults, £1 for school-age children and under 5’s free. If 

you would like to help, please contact James Taylor or Sue Leach. Further 
details available nearer the time, but please put this date in your diaries 

and invite friends and family. See you there! 
 

(details correct at time of going to press) 

 
 



August Services                                                           Liturgical colour 

 

Readings for August 

Sunday   
Trinity 8 

7th Tadmarton 10.30a.m. Benefice Eucharist JT 

Sunday  
Trinity 9 

14th Sibford 
Shutford 
Swalcliffe 
Sibford 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

8a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
10a.m. 
10.30a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 
All Age Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

NB 
GE 
NB 
Lay led 
Lay led 
GE 
NB 

Sunday  
Trinity 
10 

21st Sibford 
Epwell 
Shutford 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 
Swalcliffe 

9.30a.m. 
9.45a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 
6p.m. 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 
Evensong BCP 

NB 
JT 
Lay led 
JT 
NB 
JM 

Sunday  
Trinity 
11 

28th Shutford 
Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

9.30a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
9.45p.m. 
11a,m, 
11a.m. 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service  
Village Service 

JT 
NB 
DP 
GE 
JT 
NB 

7th 

August 

 

The eight 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

Genesis 15 

v1-6 

Hebrews 11 

v 1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12  

v 32-40 

 

14th 

August 

 

The ninth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

Jeremiah 23  

v 23-29 

Hebrews 11 

v 29-ch12 v2 

Luke 12  

v 49-56 

 

21st 

August 

 

The tenth 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

Isaiah 58 

v 9b-end 

Hebrews 12 

v 18-end 

Luke 13  

v 10-17 

 

28th 

August 

 

The eleventh 

Sunday after 

Trinity 

 

Proverbs 25  

v 6-7 

Hebrews 13 

v 1-8,15-16 

Luke 14  

v 1,7-14 

 



September Services                                                     Liturgical colour 

 

September Readings 
 

 

Zoom Services take place on Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 6p.m.  
For joining instructions please refer to the Benefice website 

www.wykehambenefice.org.uk and The Rector or The Rev’d John Tattersall 

Sunday   
Trinity 12 

4th Broughton 10.30a.m. Benefice Eucharist NB 

Sunday  
Trinity 13 

11th Sibford 
Shutford 
Swalcliffe 
Sibford 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

8a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
9.30a.m. 
10a.m. 
10.30a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 
All Age Family Service 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

NB 
NB 
JT 
Lay led 
Lay led 
NB 
JT 

Sunday  
Trinity 14 

18th Sibford 
Epwell 
Shutford 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 
Swalcliffe 

9.30a.m. 
9.45a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 
11a.m. 
6p.m. 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 
Harvest Festival 

JT 
NB 
Lay led 
JT 
NB 
JM 

Sunday  
Trinity 15 

25th Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Sibford 
Broughton 
Shutford 
Tadmarton 

9.30a.m. 
9.45a.m. 
11p.m. 
4p.m. 
6p.m. 
6p.m. 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion  
Harvest Festival  
Harvest Festival  
Harvest Festival  
Harvest Festival  

NB 
JT 
NB 
NB 
NB 
JT 

4th 

September 

Trinity 

12 

 

Deuteronomy 30 

v 15 - end 

Philemon  

1 - 21 

Luke 14 

v 25 - 33 
 

11th 

September 

Trinity 

13 

 

Exodus 31 

v 7 - 14 

1 Timothy 1 

v 12 - 17 

Luke 15 

v 1 - 10 
 

18th 

September 

Trinity 

14 

 

Amos 8 

v 4 - 7 

1 Timothy 2 

v 1 - 7 

Luke 16 

v 1 - 13 
 

25th 

September 

Trinity 

15 

 

Amos 6 

v 1a, 4 - 7 

1 Timothy 6 

v 6 - 19 

Luke 16 

v 19 - end  
 

http://www.wykehambenefice.org.uk/


Broughton with North Newington - 

The churchyard looks beautifully maintained as you walk from the main road 
towards the church, and the 
flowers inside are looking 
stunning as always.  
 

Last month, worshippers 
were delighted to be asked 
to sign up as sides-people; a 
commitment which involves 
handing out hymn books 
and welcoming fellow 
worshippers each Sunday. 
This shares the tasks out 
amongst many people and 
helps us all feel part of the 
church family. 
 

 
 

Coming up in September: 
We look forward to hosting the 
Benefice Eucharist at 10.30am 

on 
Sunday 4th September. 

 

It will be lovely to see you there, 
and don’t forget that we have a 
large car park next to the church 

so you don’t have to worry 
about parking if you are 

travelling into the village. 
 

 

We hope you all have a relaxing summer break. 
 

Shutford News - 
Despite being held on the only wet Saturday in June, Shutford Festival was a 
social and financial success and St Martin`s Church has received £800 to be used 
towards the church building insurance. Special thanks to the festival organisers 
and sponsors.  
 

MESSY CHURCH EVENT, SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 3-5P.M., V.H.  
HARVEST FESTIVAL, 25TH SEPTEMBER AT 6P.M. IN CHURCH  



HARVEST SUPPER AND SALE 26TH SEPTEMBER 7.30P.M. V.H. 
 

It has been a pleasure to welcome an additional 500 people to church this year 
to celebrate some joyous occasions including some children rarely seen at a 
Sunday service. To encourage families and children to become part of our 
church community, our next Messy Church Event, to celebrate harvest, is on 
Saturday, 24th September in Shutford Village 
Hall between 3.00 and 5.00pm.  Our Harvest 
Festival is on 25th September in church at 
6.00pm with a Supper and Sale on 26th 
September in the village hall at 7.30pm. Gifts 
of produce and flowers will be appreciated: 
money raised at the supper will be donated to 
a local charity.   
 

St Martin`s Church is open every day for private prayer and all are welcome. 
 

Swalcliffe  - 
By the time you read this, we will have all been enlightened by the fascinating 
‘walk and talk’ by conservation expert, Mark Perry, who uncovered the mysteries 
behind Swalcliffe’s unique medieval wall paintings. The stories and the symbols 
in the visible fragments of paintings, brought to life through Mark’s painstaking 
conservation work earlier this year, are truly amazing. A big thank you to Mark 
for sharing his intimate knowledge of this very special heritage asset. 
 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE, SUNDAY 7TH AUGUST AT 6P.M. - the Kyiv Classic 
Accordion Duo are back! We are very fortunate to have this talented duo back 
with an evening concert at Swalcliffe Church which they have  called ‘With Love 
and Peace from Ukraine’. Their goal is to raise money for both victims of the 
war and the charity they have always supported, the Hippokrat Society, which 
aids survivors of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Igor and Oleksi will play a varied 
and joyful range of music from classical numbers to Ukrainian folk classics. 
Please do spread the word around your villages. Entry is FREE with an 
opportunity to donate to the worthy causes at the end of the evening. All 
welcome.  
 

SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER AT 6.P.M. Harvest is a-coming in:  First we have our 
Harvest Festival in the church on Sunday 18th September led by our lovely lay 
minister, Jocelyn Merris. Please do come along for an uplifting thanksgiving 
service.  
 

HARVEST SUPPER ON SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER AT 7P.M. 
The Harvest service will be followed by a Village Harvest Supper on Saturday 8th 
October from 7pm in the newly refurbished Village Hall. Tickets are £18 per 
person for a delicious 3 course meal. Please check the village website for details 



on how to purchase your tickets in advance. This is always a very special evening 
for our village community so we look forward to seeing you there. 
  



 

Sibford Photographic Competition. 
This is to remind all village children from Sibford Gower School/Cubs about the 
photographic competition. There is a prize of £20 for the winning entry in the 16 and 
under section and the winning photograph will be the August 2023 picture.  The 
closing date for entries is 10th September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you can’t read the rules of entry in this poster but are interested in entering, 
please make enquiries to photocomp@thesibfords.uk or contact Barbara Foster 
in Sibford. 
 
 

Give hope in the hunger crisis 

 
In Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia, communities are experiencing the worst 
drought in 40 years, causing 18.4 million people to miss meals.  
 
Christian Aid has launched an emergency appeal for East Africa, working 
with local partners to help over 300,000 people by repairing wells, 
distributing water purification kits, providing cash support, and trucking 
water to drought-affected communities. 
 

Please donate to give lasting hope. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/east-africa-hunger-crisis-appeal? 

 
 
 

mailto:photocomp@thesibfords.uk
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/east-africa-hunger-crisis-appeal


Prayer -  
Here is a collection of thoughts to consider for your time of prayer over the 
Summer. 

• You will find daily prayers posted each week on the Diocese website. 

• The Christian Aid website follows their projects around the world 
dealing with the poor, sick, famine crisis’s, and youth work.  

• The Church of England website has podcasts of daily prayers. 

• We need to pray for ‘youthful’ Christians throughout this country. It is 
their generations that will be keeping our benefice churches vibrant in 
the future. Please pray for successful youth camps this summer and for 
their leaders. Our rural churches are finding it  
hard to encourage young people to attend our  
regular church services so please also pray for us 
to be inspired to evolve to inspire them.  

• For parents to find time and enjoy time with  
their children in the holidays.  

• For those on holiday and for safe travel. 

• For young and old to take action to restore  
our planet. 

• Please remember to pray for your neighbours,  
whether they are familiar or a neighbouring  
country/continent and in doing so…  

• Please pray for peace around the world.                         Photo by Deane Bayas 

• For a time to reflect and for a renewal of Spiritual energy. 

• For those who are challenged by this being their busiest time of the 
year.  

• For farmers around the world providing food and being challenged by 
the climate and rising costs. 

• Pray also for growth in the numbers of people being open to see and 
experience the....        …‘light’ of Christ in their lives and the Good News 
that Jesus has brought into the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       
       
 
      Your editor harvesting her family  
           lavender at Yarn Hill, Epwell 

 

 

Please send your news for the October/November edition by 

Monday, 6
th
 September, 2022 

Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

mailto:carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

