Wykeham Benefice News
April 2021
31st March, 7p.m. Stations of the Cross Service at Epwell
1st April, 7p.m. Maundy Thursday Eucharist at Sibford
2nd April, Good Friday Meditation 2p.m. at Tadmarton
Devotional Service 7p.m. at Broughton

4th April, Easter Day
Services across the Benefice:

6am Swalcliffe First communion of Easter
9.30am Holy Communion Sibford,
9.30am Holy Communion, Shutford
9.45am Holy Communion, Epwell
11am Holy Communion, Broughton
11am Holy Communion Tadmarton,
11 am Holy Communion, Swalcliffe
6 pm Easter Evening Zoom service

Dear friends,

“Hope” is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul And sings the tune without the words And never stops - at all And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard And sore must be the storm That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm I’ve heard it in the chilliest land And on the strangest Sea Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.

As with many of her poems this beautiful poem by Emily Dickinson takes a feeling
or an idea – in this case, hope – and likens it to something physical, visible, and tangible
– here, a singing bird. Hope, for Dickinson, sings and never stops: it is eternal. Hope for
her does not communicate by ‘speaking’ to us in a conventional sense. It is a feeling
that we get that cheers us and gives us strength, even sometimes in the dark moments in
the journey of our lives, individually and together as a church family.
Hope is in fact sweetest in Dickinson’s poem, when the ‘Gale’ is busy raging: during
turbulent or troubled times, hope is still there. And hope can withstand just about
anything: even in times of cold comfort (‘the chilliest land’) or in foreign or unfamiliar
places (‘on the strangest Sea’), hope remains. Hope provides comfort and solace but
doesn’t require anything in return.
It's said that Emily Dickinson used her personal knowledge of the Bible to shape and
form her poetry. Her poetry often then has its roots in Biblical imagery. We can see this
in her poem about hope, where the image of the birds wings it’s said, is taken not only
from Psalm 17 v8: Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow of your
wings. But also Psalm 91v4: under his wings you will find refuge.
However, it’s also said that Dickinson might well have had in mind the moment when
Jesus, after some Pharisees tell him that he should leave and get well away because
Herod wants to kill him, says in reply: How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.(Luke 13 v 34)
Whatever Dickinson used for her inspiration, this beautiful and moving poem, might
be of help to us in our times of prayer, reflection, and worship as we individually and
together, celebrate the hope and promise of eternal life that is brought into our lives this
Eastertide.
Love & prayers, Revd Neil

Village News
Swalcliffe – St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church
Swalcliffe continues to stay open for services and hosted the Palm Sunday service
instead of Epwell in March due to Covid restrictions not allowing numbers of people to
gather outside. Neil decided to move the service to a larger church. We now look
forward to Easter when we celebrate the first communion at 6am followed by an 11am
Family Communion.
VOLUNTEER GRASS CUTTERS NEEDED URGENTLY
Sadly, we have lost funding for grass cutting along the front of the churchyard and are
now urgently looking for some kind volunteers to come forward to help us keep the
churchyard continuing to look loved and cared for. The intention is to
divide the churchyard into small areas for each volunteer to be in
charge of so if you are able to spare an hour or so every two or three
weeks over the summer we would be very grateful! Mowers provided.
Please let Gay (788427) or Virginia (788098) know if you can help.
Thank you!
A very happy Easter to you all and enjoy our new found freedoms thereafter!

Shutford – St. Martin’s Church
Church attendance remains low as some of already small congregation stay at home,
however, church services will continue as planned. The church is also open for private
prayer on Sunday.
A Family Mothering Sunday service was held late afternoon with scented primroses for
those in church and others in the village unable to attend.
The church annual report and
accounts have been accepted
by the PCC and will be
presented to an annual
meeting probably in June.
Spring flowers are blooming in
the churchyard, a trio of
yellows: primroses, celandines
and daffodils – Lent Lily!

Tadmarton - St. Nicholas Church
The Parishioners of Tadmarton, as I go to press, now look forward to celebrating Holy
Week together. With the security of our vaccinations, it will become easier to be in our
churches. We are aware that it will not be as we knew our services in the past, but it
will be a comfort to us all to be at church and to share our fellowship.
Members of the Benefice who have been
able to join with our Rector Neil on the
Zoom, Monday evening Lenten journey
through Art, have been enlightened by Neil,
into the way in which the artists have given
us an understanding of their pictures and
meaning behind what we see. A very
worthwhile time spent with Neil and we
offer our thanks to him for giving us
guidance into what Lent may mean to us all.
The Church Council has started to think about our events in the coming months and
the Scarecrow event should be able to go ahead, as we also plan The” Pudding Club” in
October.
We wish all members of the Benefice a Very Happy Easter from St Nicholas church
members and hope we shall all meet again soon.

Broughton – St. Mary’s Church
The Benefice service held in Broughton Church on Sunday, 7th March was quite well
attended with some 30 souls meeting face to face which was good considering we
were keeping to the guide lines of social distancing due to the restrictions. We will be
happy when at last the Benefice choir will be able to once again sing ! However we do
appreciate the hymns and anthems from St Martins in the field. Thank you Rev. Neil
for taking the service.
Our Mothering Sunday service went well on the 14th of
March which John kindly led for us, albeit different this
year from our normal service as a result of Covid 19.
There was filming at the Castle on 15th and 16th March
following on from earlier filming. Once again the
church was used to provide a place for costumes and
make up. It is a wonderful way to fill it with activity
during these quiet days.

Epwell – St. Anne’s Church
It was such a shame that due to Covid restrictions we couldn't hold
our traditional procession around the village for Palm Sunday.
Rev'd Neil will just have to wait another year before being
Introduced to Percy the donkey. Needless to say, 29 people
Attended on Mothering Sunday. Thank you, Amimee you read
beautifully.
Smile Percy

Like other parishes around the Benefice we are also suffering
from the adverse effects of a wet winter with collapsed and bulging churchyard walls
and swollen wooden church doors that won't close properly. But the hopeful signs of
spring are beginning to show in the cheerful flowers around the village, the longer days
and warm sunshine which certainly help to lift the spirits.

Sibford – Holy Trinity Church
GOODBYE DIANA HUGHES AND THANK YOU. (Come and see us again soon).
The WBN has been distributed by Diana Hughes of Sibford parish for several years .
She also had the onerous job of counting out all the newsletters so that each parish
was given the right quantity which their distributors received from her. She has also
been a keen contributor to the Wykeham Benefice Choir. Now she leaves us to be
closer to her family in Woodstock. Diana is handing over the baton to Bill and Jean
Dunkley of Sibford parish. We send our thanks to Diana and acknowledge the
commitment and service she has given to our Benefice.
We held a Mothering Sunday Service and were able to offer posies made by several
ladies of the parish. Some were delivered to congregation and villagers alike who are
still shielding.
The Journeying in Lent through Art and the Lent Discussions are very much appreciated
by many, thank you Neil.
Lowry paintings were studied, among others, in our ‘Journey in Lent Through Art’ course with Neil. L.S.
Lowry’s urban landscapes had an individual style. His naively drawn figures are often referred to as
‘Matchstick Men’. Neil pointed out that many of his paintings contained a church spire, often quite
centrally and this, in many cases, could be interpreted as showing the actions of the crowds resembling our
varied responses to being drawn, or not, to God.
His descriptive drawings show his skill at creating recognisable characters in his simplistic but individual
style. It is worthwhile taking a look at some of them and spending time considering if you can relate to the
figures in aspects of your own faith.
One Lowry ‘doodle’, drawn on The Castle Hotel, Berwick’s writing paper, was given to a six year old girl! I
wonder how long it was before she realised ‘what a gift’ it was. – Hmm! This sounds familia.

Readings for April and Easter Day
Thursday 1st April
Maundy Thursday
Sunday 4th April
Easter Day
Sunday 11th April
Second Sunday of
Easter
Sunday 18th April
Third Sunday of
Easter
Sunday 25th April
Fourth Sunday of
Easter
Sunday 2nd May
Fifth Sunday of
Easter

Old
Testament
Exodus 12:
1 – 4 (5 – 10),
11 - 14
Isaiah 25:
6-9
Acts 4:
32 - 35

New
Testament
1 Corinthians
11: 23 - 26

The Gospel

Acts 10:
34 - 43
1 John 1:
1 – 2: 2

John 13:
1 – 17,
31b - 35
Mark 16:
1-8
John 20:
19 - end

Acts 3:
12 - 19

1 John 3:
1-7

Luke 24:
36b - 48

White

Acts 4:
5 - 12

1 John 3:
16 - end

John 10:
11 - 18

White

Acts 8:
26 - end

1 John 4:
7 - end

John 15:
1-8

White

Liturgical
Colour

White
White
White

Spring
The rarer pleasures, it is more sweet,
And friends are kindest when they seldom meet.
Who would not hear the nightingale still sing,
Or who grew ever weary of the spring?
The day must have her night, the spring her fall,
All is divided, none is lord of all.
It were a most delightful thing,
To live in a perpetual spring.

Young Nightingales

Anonymous.

Services for Easter and April - Subject to Covid 19 Restrictions
Zoom Services: Sunday H.C. at 6pm and Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6 pm
Holy Week
Wednesday 31st
March
Thursday 1st April
Maundy
Thursday
Friday 2nd April
Good Friday
Sunday 4th April
Easter Day

Sunday 11th April
Easter 2

Sunday 18th April
Easter 3

Sunday 25th April
Easter 4

Sunday 2nd May
Easter 5

Epwell

7 p.m.

Stations of the Cross

NB

Sibford

7 p.m.

Benefice Eucharist

NB

Tadmarton
Broughton
Swalcliffe
Sibford
Shutford
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe
Zoom
Sibford
Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Broughton
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Shutford
Tadmarton
Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Sibford

2 p.m.
7 p.m.
6 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
6 p.m.
8 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
8 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
9.45 a.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.

Good Friday meditation
Devotional Service
First Communion of Easter
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evening Easter service
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion BCP
Morning Praise
Holy Communion
Morning Praise
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Praise
Morning Praise
Village Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Benefice Eucharist BCP

NB/JT
NB
NB
MC
NB
JT
JT
NB
NB
NB
NB
GE
JT
NB
lay led
NB
JT
JT
JT
Lay led
NB
NB
JT
lay led
DP
NB
JT
GE
JT
NB
NB

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15: 13

Prayers

Wykeham benefice prayer

Living God, Jesus calls us as brothers and sisters in the Wykeham benefice,
to do all that we do to your glory
and to make your Kingdom known throughout Broughton with North Newington,
Epwell, Shutford, Sibford, Swalcliffe and Tadmarton.
May your Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us in our mission together;
to be more contemplative, compassionate and courageous,
for the sake of your world.
Help us to grow in our relationships,
our evangelism and our discipleship.
Amen.
Please remember the true meaning of Easter and thank God for our freedom to celebrate
Easter in this country. Pray for those who are persecuted for their faith.
Please remember the children in our benefice and the quieter individuals who may not
allow us to know their concerns.
Please remember the sick and the infirmed and those living with pain and uncertainty.
Please thank God for the blessings of our pets, livestock and our beautiful countryside.
May these be enjoyed by all.

EASTER BLESSING
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you
perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well
pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.
Happy Easter to all who live, work, worship and go to school in the Wykeham
benefice.
Love & prayers
Revd Neil

Please send your news for the May edition by 12th April, 2021
Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd, Editor: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

