Wykeham Benefice News

August, September 2021
A visit to our Benefice took place on 15th July
from the Bishop of Dorchester, Bishop Gavin Collins.
On a glorious sunny afternoon in July our new Bishop of Dorchester, Bishop
Gavin Collins, visited the Wykeham Benefice. He spent over an hour with me
at Bishop Carpenter school in North Newington, meeting the headteacher and
the children in the worship team. He was asked lots of questions by the
children who were brilliant in sharing their knowledge of Bible stories and also
why they enjoyed being part of the worship team. Bishop Gavin expressed how
impressed he was at not only the confidence and enthusiasm of the children but
also their obvious enjoyment in recounting Bible stories. At the end of the visit
Bishop Gavin presented a gift from the church to each of the year 6 children
whose time at primary school was coming to an end. It had been his first visit
to a primary school after becoming a Bishop and one that he said he would
remember for a very long time.
After the school we then went on to visit Andrew and Margaret Taylor at
Broughton Grounds Farm as Bishop Gavin wanted to know more about the
challenges facing the rural and farming community. Joining us for the visit was

Alasdair Lowe, so that the Bishop could talk with him about his role as a farm adviser,
as a volunteer with the Farming community network and his links with the Warriner
farm school. Andrew showed us around his extensive farm, including sharing with us
what happens when children visit the ‘care farm.’ After a walk across several of
Andrew’s fields with lots of very interesting and worthwhile discussions taking place,
we settled back in the farm yard for a much needed cup of tea and a lovely slice of
homemade Victoria sponge cake, made with the fresh free range eggs from the farm.
Bishop Gavin shared with me what a wonderful visit it had been and that it had been
so useful for him in growing his knowledge about life in our villages and in our rural
communities.
A big thank you to Andrew and Margaret Taylor for hosting the farm visit and to
Alasdair Lowe for joining us. I know the children from the school have already sent to
Bishop Gavin a handmade card thanking him for his visit which they all enjoyed so
much.
Revd Neil

Tea at Broughton Grounds Farm

Bishop Carpenter School, North Newington

Dear friends,
As I sat down to write this letter it had just turned six months since I became your
Rector and so much has happened during that time and I’ve been involved in so many different
things across our Benefice, that it feels like I’ve been here a lot longer! (In a very good way I
assure you). I’ve found over the years that it’s good sometimes to take a few moments during
the summer months to reflect upon the journey that we have been on and continue to be on
individually and together as a church family.
I began my ministry as your Rector just as a new ‘lockdown’ began in January, but we
managed safely and successfully to keep open all of our churches for worship every week,
which is something to greatly celebrate and we give thanks for all who made this possible. I
then decided to each week send to everyone a short weekly missal given the heading of being a
‘Pastoral letter’. I was so pleased how well this was received as it was a way to reach so many
people through what for everyone was a difficult time. Our online Sunday evening zoom
service continued to be positively received and the introduction of our now established
Wednesday evening online service, has given to people an opportunity to also be together in
prayer and worship midweek, wherever they might be.
Embarking on the series of Lenten reflections through art on Zoom was something new
for me and I enjoyed so much how people really engaged from all over our benefice and
beyond, with this new way of exploring our faith journeys. I was so encouraged that I even did
a couple more one off reflections which again where well received. Our online Bible study
groups also offered unique opportunities of listening to each other in new ways across the ether
that is the internet.
Becoming a school governor at both of the primary schools in our benefice opened up
great opportunities of engaging with all of the children who go to those schools. Our Sunday
morning services across our benefice also have seen more and more people returning to in
person worship as the year has gone on and I’ve been so pleased to see people in ‘real’ life and
to have had the joy of beginning to be able to visit people in their homes.
These are just some of the visible things that we’ve done together as a church family across
our benefice since the beginning of the year, and I’ve not even mentioned about our annual and
PCC meetings, the fundraising events that have happened and those many, many things that go
on behind the scenes.
As your Rector I thank God for all of the many different things that God has given us the
opportunity to do since January, even in and through the restrictions that have been in place,
and the ways that we’ve been able to share God’s love and the Good news of His Gospel
together. As we go forward as a church family let us be open to see how God is already at work
within our villages and communities, so that by the grace of God we can all be an active part of
growing God’s kingdom.
Love & prayers
Revd Neil

Village News

In July, Rev. John Tattersall was awarded the honour of being made Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian
Order (LVO) by Her Majesty the Queen.

Swalcliffe
Double honours: We are delighted to share that Rev. John Tattersall, our Associate
Minister for the Benefice and resident of Swalcliffe, has received two distinguished
honours in the last few months. Firstly, he was made an Honorary Canon at a service
held at Christ’s Church, Oxford which you will have seen in the last edition of the
WBN. Then we heard that the Queen has made him a Lieutenant of the Royal
Victorian Order (LVO), awarded for his work as the Chair of the Royal Foundation of
St Katharine’s, a role he has held since 2012.
St Katharine’s offers subsidised rates for accommodation and retreats for clergy and
others who work for the Church, as well as outreach work in the London borough of
Tower Hamlets. The Royal Victorian Order was established in 1896 by Queen Victoria.
It recognises distinguished personal service to the monarch of the Commonwealth
realms, members of the monarch’s family, or to any viceroy or senior representative
of the monarch. The present monarch, Queen Elizabeth II, is the sovereign of the
order and admission remains at her sole discretion.

If you would like to read the full article on this with John’s response to this honour,
please go to: https://www.oxford.anglican.org/lvo/
Dates for the diary for Swalcliffe
Now that we can cautiously look ahead to the resumption of village social life, we are
currently planning the following events:
Sunday 29th August – ‘Whole Village Get Together’.
Saturday 16th October – Harvest Supper
November (date tbc) – Concert by Brackley Wind Ensemble
Saturday 4th December – Christmas Market
Thursday 23rd December – Carols on the Green and Nativity performance.
Look out for further details on the village website and in The Link.
The winner of the July draw of the Church Clock Raffle was Martin Collett of Bakers
Lane.

Shutford News
A special lay led service was held on Father`s Day: we were unable to have
refreshments in church but the Dads present were able to take some refreshments
home to enjoy later in the day.
The Annual Parochial Church meeting was held in Shutford Village Hall on 6th July
with just members of the PCC present. Ken Jeffs was re-elected as Churchwarden &
Treasurer, and Julie Hodgkins as Secretary. The existing members of the PCC were
also re-elected. There is a vacancy for a churchwarden and one PCC member.
The Annual Report and Accounts were adopted and copies have been circulated to
members of the core congregation and supporters.
Coronavirus dominated 2020 with fewer people in church, due to its closure,
although most of our regular worshippers have returned. With a small loyal
congregation, parish life is challenging with a need for younger parishioners to help
share the financial cost and work to keep St Martin`s Church open for future
generations.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING: SUNDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER AND SUPPER: MONDAY 27TH
SEPTEMBER, IN THE VILLAGE HALL. This year`s Harvest Thanksgiving will be on
Sunday, with a Harvest Supper on Monday in Shutford Village Hall. We look forward
to seeing you all.
Ken Jeffs
A priest, an imam and a rabbit walk into the hospital to donate blood. “What is your
blood group?” asks the nurse. “I think I`m a type-O” replied the rabbit.

Epwell
All Epwellians would like to congratulate Rev. John Tattersall on his honorary award
of becoming Lieutenant of the Royal Victorian Order last month. What a marvellous
achievement. We wish him all the best
as he prepares to receive his honour
from the Queen.
The wedding took place of Eric and
Sylvia Kaye’s granddaughter, Sophie Kirk
to Christopher Morris on 29th May at
St. Anne’s Church. It was a lovely day for
them and all in Epwell wish them a very
happy and successful life together.
At the recent Annual meeting held in the
church, the existing members of the PCC were
re-elected and Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd and
Alasdair Lowe continue in their roles as
Churchwardens.
With the lifting of restrictions for our services
we hope that many more of you will feel happy
to attend our services at St. Anne’s Church. All
are welcome. Hymns can now be sung and we
will continue to enjoy the organ played by
Caroline Long and recordings from St. Martin’s in the Field. We look forward to
seeing you there.
CREAM TEAS AT YARN HILL COTTAGE, SUNDAY,
SATURDAY, 4th SEPTEMBER 2.30 – 5 P.M.
Peter and Carolyn Kock de Gooreynd would like to invite
you to take tea at Yarn Hill Cottage in September. The
lavender will be over but if we are lucky there may be another flush of colour.
Proceeds will go towards St. Anne’s Church.
VILLAGE PARTY, SUNDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER: After many months of restrictions on
gatherings, Epwell is planning to hold a fun Village event on Sunday 19th September
with a variety of attractions, including a raffle, tombola, children's activities and
refreshments on offer. We have all been locked up for so long – Let’s make

this a great 2021 day for Epwell!

Broughton
Wedding Season in Broughton
The first of 3 weddings in Broughton
Church took place on July 3rd with Rev.
Neil taking the service, the next one
took place on July 16th with
Rev. John Tattersall officiating. This was
followed on Saturday 17th when Rev.
Neil took the next service. We hold
these three couples in our prayers.
On a glorious day on the 3rd July we
celebrated the wedding of Simon Marsh and
Isabelle Ledger seen here below and departing
St. Mary’s Church above.
On a very hot Sunday afternoon on the 18th
July we celebrated the Christening of Matilda
Dorothy Jane Westcott. It was a wonderful
occasion and one which Revd Neil enjoyed so
much as it was his first christening as Rector in
the Wykeham Benefice. On Sunday 25th we
again celebrated a Christening this time of
Henry Albert Leonard Evans.
Thank you so much to all those who took part
in the ‘Big Clean’ in Broughton Church on
23rd June.
On July 19th the committee of St. Mary’s House met to arrange the diary for the rest
of the year when we pray that the restrictions would have been lifted, so that we
will once again be able to host things like Short mat bowls and other events in the
hall.
We also are so pleased to be able to sing once again in Church!
“O Lord open thou our lips and our mouths shall shew forth thy praise.”
May we wish all those who have managed to book a holiday, that they have a safe
and healthy break and return fully charged.
Many Congratulations to Paula Bennett on her confirmation.
Neil Howarth

Tadmarton
We wanted to thank John Wilson for spending so many years (11 in total) being
Secretary for St Nicholas church which included writing for the Wykeham Benefice
News for Tadmarton. He has always sent in copy full of useful information but also
with a good deal interest and humour. This was especially noticeable during
Lockdowns when he kept us all remembering to laugh and allowing us to feel human
during times of isolation.
On Thursday 22nd July there was a very special surprise party held at the Village hall
to celebrate the many years of Shirley and Ron Wackrill's contribution and service to
the village hall committee. Revd Neil presented gifts on behalf of the Village Hall and
the local community, in recognition of all that both of them have done and continue
to do for the village, which included a lovely picture of the village hall and church.
Many congratulations
and thanks go to Shirley
and Ron.
On Sunday 25th July the
scarecrow festival
afternoon teas were
served in the village hall
and there were lots of
homemade cakes to share. Revd Neil presented the
prizes to the winners of the scarecrow competition and
then at 6pm he lead an evensong service in church,
surrounded by scarecrows all around the church. Great
fun was had by all!

Sibford
As a congregation we look forward to being able sing in church and resume
refreshments after a service. The opening of Holy Trinity was discussed at a PCC
meeting on 19th July and details still to be finalised. Our grateful thanks to Peter
Hine for opening the church daily, and Robin and Ann Spicer for offering to lock the
church each evening.
On Sunday 25th July Eleanor and Brian Joynes hosted a cream tea afternoon to raise
funds for the church. It was a lovely afternoon and the garden was full of people
enjoying their cream teas. A big thank you to Eleanor and Brian for hosting such a
wonderful event.

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION SATURDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 10 A.M. – 4 P.M.
The date for the Photographic Exhibition is now to be held on Saturday 4th
September 10 am – 4pm when the twelve finalists photographs will be on display
with a chance for visitors to vote on the day for the Peoples’ Choice; the winning
photograph will receive of a prize of Sunday Lunch for two at the Wykeham Arms.
There will also be a chance to see all the entries on a rolling digital display with
refreshments available.
CALENDARS ON SALE ON THE 4TH SEPTEMBER:
It is intended to have the calendars on Sale on the 4th September; please don’t buy
the Countryfile calendar until you have seen ours!
HARVEST FESTIVAL SATURDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER SIBFORD VILLAGE HALL:
We are planning a Harvest Supper on Saturday 25th September in Sibford Village Hall
with families in mind with food and fun; details to be publicised on the The Sibfords
and Benefice websites also ‘A Church Near You’, and posters around the villages.
HARVEST SERVICE ON SUNDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER AT 11 A.M.

Readings for August
1st
August

Ninth Sunday
after Trinity
(proper 13)ii
Tenth Sunday
after Trinity
(proper 14)ii
The Blessed
Virgin Mary

Exod.16:24,9-15

Eph.4:1-16

John 6:2435

1 Kgs.19:4-8

Eph.4:255:2

John
6:35,41-51

Isaiah 61: 1011

Galatians 4;
4-7

Luke 1: 4655

22nd
August

Twelfth Sunday
after Trinity
(proper16)ii

Josh.24:12a,14-18

Eph.6:10-20 John 6:5669

29th
August

Thirteenth
Sunday after
Trinity (proper
17)ii

Deut.4:1-2,69

James.1:1727

8th
August
15th
August

Mark 7:18,14-15,2123

Service Timetable
August
Sunday (NB
away)
Trinity 9
Sunday
Trinity 10

1st

Swalcliffe

10.00am

Benefice Eucharist (JT)

8th

Sunday (JT
away)
The Blessed
Virgin Mary

15th

Sunday
Trinity 12

22nd

Sunday
Trinity 13

29th

Sibford
Sibford
Shutford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Broughton
Sibford
Epwell
Shutford
Broughton
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe
Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Shutford

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
8.00am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
4.00pm

Holy Communion BCP (NB)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion BCP (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion BCP (NB)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (GE)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
Evening Worship (NB)_
Holy Communion (DP)
Holy Communion BCP (GE)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
Village Service (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (GE)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
BCP Evensong (NB)

Sibford

10.00am

Benefice Eucharist BCP (JT)

September
Sunday (NB
Away)
Trinity 14

5th

Sunday
Trinity 15

12th

Sunday
Trinity 16

19th

Sunday
Trinity 17

26th

Sibford
Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Tadmarton
Broughton
Broughton
Sibford
Epwell
Shutford
Broughton
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Sibford
Broughton
Shutford
Tadmarton

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
6.00pm
8.00am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
3.00pm
6.00pm
6.00pm

Holy Communion BCP (NB)
Holy Communion BCP (JT)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion (JT)
Evensong BCP (NB)
Holy Communion BCP (JT)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Morning Praise (lay led)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Evening Worship (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Harvest Festival (NB)
Harvest Festival (NB)
Harvest Festival (JT)
Harvest Festival (NB)

Readings for September
5th
September

th

12
September
19th
September
26th
September

Fourteenth
Sunday after
Trinity
(proper 18) ii
Fifteenth Sunday
after Trinity
(proper 19) ii
Sixteenth Sunday
after Trinity
(proper 20)ii
Seventeenth
Sunday after
Trinity
(proper 21)ii

Isa.35:47a

James 2:110,[1113]14-17

Mark 7:24end

Isa.50:49a

James 3:112

Mark 8:27end

Wisd.1:16
-2:1,12-22

James.3:134:3,7-8a

Mark 9:3037

Num.11:4- James 5:136,10end
16,24-29

Mark 9:38end

PRAYERS - Please pray for…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Safe and happy holidays for all, especially during travel.
Rt. Revd Steven Croft, Bishop of Oxford and his role on the Lords Select
Committee for the environment and climate change
Rt. Revd Gavin Collins, Bishop of Dorchester, for his ministry to the rural
communities of the Diocese.
Farmers and those who work the land.
For a good harvest season.
For the Farming community network and all who volunteer to support it.
Let us be thankful for all our farming community provide for us and the
stunning countryside that surrounds us each day.

Walking the land at Andrew and Margret Taylor’s farm Broughton
Grounds Farm with Bishop Collin in July. Alasdair Lowe on the left, Andrew,
the Bishop and Revd. Neil on the right.
We are so privileged to live here in this glorious corner of Oxfordshire.

Please send your news for the October edition by
Monday, 13th September, 2021
Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

