
 

 
       3

rd
 December at 7p.m. at Holy Trinity Church, Sibford. 

       Concert with THE SCEPTICS. Favourite carols and fun for all. 

**************************************************** 

       4
th
 December at Noon onwards Christmas Market at Swalcliffe Church 

**************************************************** 

11
th
 December, 11 a.m. onwards Christmas Tree Festival at Holy Trinity, Sibford. This                                              

continues throughout December 

       Messy Church and Christingle at 3 – 5 p.m. at Shutford Village Hall 

**************************************************** 

       12
th
 December 4p.m. St Nicholas Service at Tadmarton                         

                               5p.m. Christingle Service at Sibford 

                               5.15p.m. Christingle Service at Epwell 

**************************************************** 

13
th
 December 6.30p.m. Choir of New College Oxford in Concert at St. Mary’s Church, 

Broughton 

**************************************************** 

        14
th
 December 7p.m. Traditional Carol Service at Tadmarton 

        17
th
 December 7p.m. Carols by candlelight at Sibford 

        19
th
 December 4.30p.m. Carol Service at Shutford 

                                6p.m. Carol Service at Broughton 

        23
rd

 December 6p.m. Carols on the green followed by nativity play in church at 

Swalcliffe 

   24
th
 December 6p.m. Crib Service in St. Anne’s Church, Epwell followed by Carols in 

The    Square, Epwell at 6.30p.m. 

**************************************************** 

          2
nd

 January 2022 11a.m. Benefice Eucharist at Sibford 
  

Below: the Crib at St. Anne’s Church, Epwell 

 



 1                                      Photo: Lowenna Amy Lipman 

Dear friends,               

  Where has 2021 gone? It feels like only 

yesterday that I was sat on the 5th January in the 

church at Swalcliffe, with John Tattersall beside 

me, and Tim behind the camera, as my licensing 

as your Rector by the Bishop of Oxford, took 

place across the ether of the internet. We were 

the only three people in the building with over a 

hundred who were able to log on, watching from 

afar. So much has happened over the past year and we have I believe so much to thank 

God for as a Benefice. As brothers and sisters in Christ, as God’s children, we have 

shared in times of joy, as well as in times of sadness. 

 

   At the end of each year I do like to take some time to reflect upon all that has 

happened throughout it. As many of you are getting to know me well, you will know 

that I’m quite a reflective person. I enjoy and find it invaluable to make space and 

time to think about maybe what has happened in my life, in the lives of those around 

me, as well as in the communities in which I try to serve God the best I can.  
 

   You are also I think probably getting to know that I enjoy seeing people smile, 

enjoying being together as Christians, be it in our worship in person in our churches, 

be it at our established online services on a Wednesday or a Sunday evening, or be it 

in our social gatherings. Even dare I say, I also enjoy it when I manage to make people 

smile at our Parochial church council meetings! Because as your Rector I would like 

us to first and foremost be filled with the joy in being aware and knowing, that we 

have a God who loves and cherishes us unconditionally. 
 

  This love of God to us individually and together, is made visibly present in the world 

with the birth of Jesus, that we celebrate at Christmas, when as we hear in the Gospel 

of John; 
 

 “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” John 1 v14.  
 

  Over the past year all that I’ve tried to do as your ‘new’ Rector, across all of the 

parishes in our benefice, through all the ups and the downs of the year, through prayer 

and laughter, through the grace of God, is to try to make known visibly the love of 

God.  
 

  May I take this opportunity to wish you and all who live, work and study, across all 

of our Benefice and beyond, a very happy and joy filled Christmas, and may you 

know the presence of God’s love, whatever the New year may bring.  
 

Love & prayers Rev Neil 



Sibford 
LANTERNS AND STARS  
4 – 10 P.M. 

As part of our Advent 

and Christmas 

decorations we will be 

using the lanterns and 

stars purchased last 

year in response to 

Bishop Steven’s ‘Light in the Darkness’. It is envisaged they will continue to shine from 4 – 10 

p.m. each day from Advent Sunday until Candlemas, 2 February, using rechargeable batteries, 

of course. 

FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER 7 P.M. IN THE CHURCH: ‘THE SKEPTICS’ 

An evening of carols, readings and music by The Skeptics 
to mark the beginning of Advent and our preparations for 
Christmas. The Skeptics are a local a-cappella trio who 
bring a ‘folk-fusion’ twist to familiar Christmas carols. 
 

SATURDAY 11TH DECEMBER AT 11 A.M: OPENING OF 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE FESITIVAL  

with refreshments, Coffee, Tea, Mulled Wine and mince pies. 
Following the successful Sibfords Extravaganza, clubs, groups and organisations 
have been invited to decorate a tree reflecting their organisations. The trees will 
remain on display in church into the New Year.  
 

SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER 5P.M: CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  

in church. Details on The Sibfords and Benefice websites 
 

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER 7P.M.:  CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 

CALENDARS are on sale at the Wykeham Arms and the Post Office and selling well. They will be 
available at all events and services.  If you are unable to get to any of these, please let Barbara 
know and we will get them to you. 
 
CHTISTMAS CARDS FOR THE SIBFORDS - Deddington Deanery awarded a grant to Holy Trinity for 
furthering Mission and Outreach in the Parish. This money will be used initially to produce a 
Christmas Card with a Greeting and details of Christmas Services to be delivered to every 
house in The Sibfords. 
 
POLLY  Following the success and the generosity of the congregation by Holy Trinity Church 



by producing 27 boxes last year, it is proposed that we repeat this 
again this year. 
 

Norman and Mary Nash 

would like to wish all their friends 

in the Benefice 

a Very Happy Christmas 

and a 

Peaceful New Year. 

They say, “We are not delivering cards this year so please don’t send us any as we                         

will feel guilty! 

                                                                                                    “Our love to you all”. 

Swalcliffe  

CHRISTMAS IS COMING: Christmas is coming: Swalcliffe Christmas Market on   

Saturday 4th Dec, 12.00 – 15.30 

We missed it last year due to Covid, but the ever-popular, German-style Swalcliffe Christmas 

market is back - bigger and better than ever! Do come along to stock up on your seasonal 

gifts, decorations and goodies and try your luck in the Prize Raffle, Tombola and Surprise Gift 

stalls. 
 

All proceeds from the market will be shared between the Village Fund, the church 

maintenance fund and two very deserving local charities: Asylum Welcome which supports 

Afghan refugee families settling on Oxfordshire, and The Branch Trust, a Chipping Norton 

based charity that provides a range of practical support to help local families in crisis. 
 

SWALCLIFFE NATIVITY AND CAROLS: THURSDAY 23RD DECEMBER 6P.M. 

We will start by singing Carols on the Green by torchlight at 6pm, then move into the church 

for a warming glass of mulled wine (squash for the children!) and sausage rolls before the 

Nativity Extravaganza begins. This popular, unmissable event truly embraces the spirit of 

Christmas and the spirit of our vibrant village community. Everyone is welcome! 
 

The church will be decorated beautifully, so please do join us for our Christmas Day Family 

Communion Service at 11.00 am on Saturday 25th December. On Sunday 26th December, the 

Feast of St Stephen, there will be a Benefice Eucharist service at Shutford at 10.00 am. 
 

POSTSCRIPT: HARVEST SUPPER 

We not only enjoyed a completely delicious 3 course meal, and everyone enjoyed socialising 

as a village again on 30th October, but we also raised an incredible £1,280 which all goes to 

help us maintain our beautiful church. Thanks to everyone who contributed and attended to 

make it a special evening. 
 

Shutford News 

Plans for Advent and Christmas are in hand with a Messy Church and Christingle in Shutford 

Village Hall on Saturday, 11th December at 3.00pm – 5.00pm. Please join us if you can – there 

will lots of crafts, a carol or two and refreshment to finish. 

 



St Martin`s Church tower is illuminated on a regular basis to celebrate 

special occasions and to remember loved ones no longer with us. The 

tower is a beacon of light especially during the darker days of winter. 

Money raised helps towards our church insurance bill. 
 

We wish everyone a happy Christmas and 2022 and look forward to 

seeing some of you in church soon – people of all denominations or none 

are always welcome.    Ken Jeffs 
 

Broughton with North Newington 

On Sunday 31st October we celebrated the baptism of Lowenna Amy Lipman. Revd Neil led 

the service which was a joy-filled occasion with Lowenna’s family.  

On a beautiful sunny 7th November, we were delighted to host the benefice service at St 

Mary’s. It was wonderful to hear the benefice choir once again and to welcome so many 

worshippers from across the benefice. Gathered together as a church family, we are 

reminded how blessed we are to have a wonderful team of Churchwardens [whose 

photograph appeared in the last issue] who are so welcoming to newcomers and regular 

churchgoers alike. Thank you to Neil and Andrew at St Mary’s. 
 

NEW COLLEGE OXFORD CHOIR – MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER AT 6.30pm. We are delighted to be 

hosting a special concert here at Broughton on the evening of Monday 13th December when 

the choir of New College Oxford will be performing. Everyone across our Benefice is invited to 

this very special evening. There will be a retiring collection. 
 

CAROL SERVICE – SUNDAY 19TH DECEMBER AT 6PM. We look forward to this year’s Carol service 

even more than usual especially now that singing is permitted. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Just in case you have not had the information regarding the Christmas Lunch for Broughton 
with Nth. Newington on the 14th of December in St Marys House 12 for 12.30 names to Julie 
Taylor or Neil Howarth by 7th December. 
 

Epwell 

Remembrance Sunday 

The PCC would like to thank all those who helped with the Act of Remembrance 

ceremony at the War Memorial and in particular Vanda, for organising the beautiful 

poppy arrangements in the church. The 'River of Poppies', the readings,  music, the 

laying of the wreaths and prayers, with Tommy overlooking all of it was a fitting way 

to commemorate those who have died in the service of their country. 
 

 

 



Travelling Nativity 

The Travelling Nativity will hopefully make its way around the village again during 

Advent. The Nativity scene will move from house to house throughout the village for 

everyone to enjoy and remember the story of the Nativity. If anyone would like to 

host the travellers then please contact Alasdair Lowe.  
 

St. Anne’s PCC would like to thank everyone for  supporting the church throughout 

the year in so many different ways  and wish you all a very Happy Christmas. 
 

 
 
  

! 
 

An invitation to 

the Benefice to 

come and attend 

the concert at 

Broughton 

Church. The 

Warden of New 

College who is a 

Patron of the 

Benefice offered a 

concert by the 

college’s choir as a 

welcome for the 

Rev Neil Bowler. 

All are most 

welcome to 

attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Services for December 2021    
Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler(NB). Associate Minister: The Rev’d Cannon John Tattersall(JT). Assisting Priests: The Rev’d Canon Dr David 

Pym(DP), The Rev Canon Glyn Evans(GE), The Rev’d Hazel Scarr(HS), The Rev’d Michael Campling (MC), The Ven Keith Smalldon(KS), 

The Rev’d Canon John Whitwell(JW)             

Sunday  
5th December 
Advent 2 

Swalcliffe 10 a.m. Benefice Eucharist NB 

Sunday  
12th December 
Advent 3 

Sibford 
Shutford 
Swalcliffe 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 
Sibford 
Epwell 

8 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
4 p.m. 
5 p.m. 
5.15 p.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
St. Nicholas Service 
Christingle 
Christingle 

NB 
JT 
NB 
JT 
NB 
JT 
NB 

Tuesday  
14th December 
St. John of the Cross 

Tadmarton 7 p.m. Traditional Carol Service NB 

Friday 
17th December 

Sibford 7p.m. Carol Service by Candlelight  

Saturday 
18th December 
Advent 4 

Sibford 7 p.m. 
 

Traditional Carol Service NB 

Sunday  
19th December 

Broughton 
Sibford 
Epwell 
Tadmarton 
Shutford 
Broughton 
Swalcliffe 

8 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.45 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
4.30p.m. 
6 p.m. 
6 p.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Carol Service 
Traditional Carol Service 
Evening Worship /Carols 

NB 
NB 
JT 
JT 
NB 
NB 
JT 

Friday  
24th December 
Christmas Eve 

Broughton 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Sibford 

4 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
11.30 p.m. 
11.30 p.m. 

Crib Service 
Nativity Play 
Midnight Communion 
Midnight Communion 

NB 
Lay led 
NB 
JT 

Saturday  
25th December 
Christmas Day 

Epwell 
Shutford 
Sibford 
Tadmarton 
Swalcliffe 
Broughton 

10 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
10 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

Family Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Communion 
Family Communion  

GE 
JT 
NB 
HS 
NB 
JT 

Sunday  
26th December 
St. Steven, Deacon, 
First Martyr 

Shutford 10 a.m. Benefice Eucharist JT 



  Services for January 2022                                                         Liturgical colour 

NB: Please note the new time of our Benefice service from January, on the 1st Sunday of 
every month, will be 11am. 

 

Sibford are selling Calendars for 2022. These contain lovely 

photographs which were taken by members of Sibford in their 

photographic competition. 

Only £6 

Epwell are selling seasonal cards both 

winter and summer. X5 cards in a pack. 

                                                    £6 for one pack and £5 each for two or more.  

Saturday  

1st January 

The Naming and 

Circumcision of 

Jesus 

Broughton 

Castle Chapel 

10.30 

a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP NB 

Sunday  

2nd January 

Epiphany 1 

Baptism of Christ 

Sibford 11 a.m. Benefice Eucharist NB 

Sunday  

9th January 

Epiphany 2  

Sibford 

Shutford 

Sibford 

Swalcliffe 

Epwell 

Broughton 

Tadmarton 

8 a.m. 

9.30 a.m. 

9.30 a.m. 

9.30 a.m. 

9.45 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion BCP 

All Age Family Service 

Holy Communion 

All Age Family Service 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion  

NB 

JT 

Lay led 

NB 

Lay led 

JT 

NB 

Sunday  

16th January 

Epiphany 3 

Sibford 

Epwell 

Broughton 

Shutford 

Tadmarton 

Swalcliffe 

9.30 a.m. 

9.45 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

6 p.m. 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion BCP 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

All Age Family Service 

All Age Family Service 

DP 

JT 

GE 

NB 

JT 

NB 

Sunday 

23rd January 

Candlemas 

Sibford 

Swalcliffe 

Epwell 

Broughton 

Tadmarton 

Shutford 

9.30 a.m. 

9.30 a.m. 

9.45 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

11 a.m. 

4 p.m. 

Holy Communion 

Matins BCP 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

Evensong BCP 

NB 

JT 

GE 

JT 

NB 

NB 



Readings for December 2022 

 

Readings for January 2022 

Sunday  
5th December 
2nd Sunday in 
Advent 

Malachi 3: 
1 - 4 

Philippians 1: 
3 - 11 

Luke 3: 
1 - 6 

 

Sunday  
12th December 
3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

Zephaniah 3: 
14 - end 

Philippians 4: 
4 - 7 

Luke 3: 
7 - 18 

 

Sunday 
19th December 
Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

Micah 5: 
2 – 5a 

Hebrews 10: 
5 - 10 

Luke 1: 
39 - 45 

 

24th December 
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 52: 
7 - 10 

Hebrews 1: 
1 - 4 

John 1: 
1 - 14 

 

25th December 
Christmas Day  

Isaiah 9: 
2 - 7 

Titus 3: 
4 - 7 

Luke 2: 
1 - 14 

 

26th December 
St. Stephens, 
Deacon, First 
Martyr 

2 Chronicles 
24: 20 - 22 

Acts 7: 
51 - end 

Matthew 10: 
17 - 22 

 

2nd January 
Epiphany 

Isaiah 60: 
1 - 6 

Ephesians 3: 
1 - 12 

 

9th January 
Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 43: 
1 - 7 

Acts 8: 
14 - 7 

 

16th January 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

Isaiah 62: 
1 - 5 

1 Corinthians 
12: 1 - 11 

 

23rd January  
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8: 
1 – 3, 5 – 6, 
8 - 10 

1 Corinthians 
12: 
12 – 31a 

 

30th January 
Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple (Candlemas) 

Ezekiel  43: 
27 
Ch 44: 4 

1 Corinthians 13  



Tadmarton 

 

We had some very special visitors to the church on Sunday 7th November when Revd 

Neil welcomed the grandchildren, Jane Arden & Brigid Crofton, of Reverend Arthur 

Esmond Riddle who was the Rector here for 40years (1886-1926). They are pictured 

here with members of their families,  standing in front of the window in the church, 

dedicated to Reverend Riddle. 
 

The seventh year of Pudding Club was a great success, highlight of the evening  was 
when Tim Turner  Auctioned off leftover puds. Thanks for that Tim. 
 

The very sad news this week, Pat Sailthorne  passed away peacefully on October 
27th. Pat was a munch loved member of the community, spending many years on the 
P.C.C. She started  and ran the Sunday School back in the early Sixties, she will be 
sadly missed by us all. 
 

Carla Ellis is at the moment having great success with her Children’s Club she has 
started (last Saturday in the month 10 —till midday) For the ones to twelve  year 
olds, last month she had 14. So we wish her well. 
Don’t forget everyone we have St Nicholas service on 12 th December 4 p.m. 
Carol Service on 14th December at 7.30. With Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. 
Look forward to seeing you all. 



 

 

Just a small message from Chris Dean 
He had to have Sid the Snake put to sleep. At the age of 20. 
Sid was often seen at the Pet Service and a regular At the Village Fete, there was a time when 
he had a strong attachment to Timothy Wimbush. 

 
 

Thank you 

The overall figure raised across our Benefice, at our Harvest festival services this year, 

for the Farming Community Network (FCN) was a fantastic £274. For more details of 

the work in our farming communities of the FCN, why not visit their website: 

www.fcn.org.uk 

 

 

Thoughts for prayers… 

• All refugees, particularly those who face bitter winters and have no food. 

Those who have young children and those who are alone, especially 

without their parents. 

• For aid agencies and politicians to find a way to work with each other to 

bring the right aid to the right people. 

• For the homeless in Banbury and round our country. May they find 

something to give them hope and ‘a way out’ of homelessness. 

• Please keep Polly and her work in your prayers. 

• Practical help for those in dept and those who are unable to see their 

way through due to fear or panic, that they may find the support that 

they seek. 

• For the sick, that they may know God’s peace in their heart and feel 

supported in their plight. 

• For those who have lost friends or family this year and feel the lack of 

their presence at this poignant time of the year. 

• For schools children, teachers and parents, that they will enjoy the 

limited Christmas celebrations in school and have a safe and happy 

holiday. 

• For Community projects like that of St. Mark’s Church in Milton Keynes 

who are making meal boxes for those who need food. 

• For simplicity this Christmas so people won’t feel disappointment when 

they can’t get all they expect to find in the shops.  
 

Let us share what we have and above all, may it be love and laughter. 

http://www.fcn.org.uk/


Please send your news for the February 2022 edition by 

Thursday, 13
th
 January, 2022 

Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

 

Word from the Diocese - Planning ahead. 

For the links to these articles please go to the Diocese of Oxford website: 

Home - Bishop Steven's Blog (anglican.org) 

Discover poverty and inequality in your area  

In the first of our ‘how-to’ films following the launch of our Poverty and 

Inequality report last week, Emma Kennedy from Chipping Norton shares 

some top tips for churches looking to address poverty in their own context. Watch 

the video online. 

 

Age Verification Bill Our children face unacceptable risks whenever they 

venture online. Bishop Steven spoke in the House of Lords in support of the 

second reading of the Age Verification Bill. Read (or watch) what he had to say. 

New 'Be the Change' resource 

The glitter we use in Christmas cards, wrapping 

paper and sparkly makeup is made up of tiny 

pieces of plastic, called microplastics, coated in 

coloured shiny metal and cannot be recycled. 

Be Glitter Free includes a poster, a resource 

sheet with family newsletter item and an activity 

card. 

Perfect for schools and Sunday groups. 

Download everything you need from the website 

Yellow braces 

 

Save the date! Yellow Braces (The diocesan 

youth weekend) is back: 8–10 July 

And next year 

we will have a 

new venue, The  

Adventure Base 

just outside 

Faringdon. We 

will be staying in cosy wooden 'yurts’ and enjoying this beautiful Christian 

activity centre. Open to secondary-school-aged young people (and any youth 

workers from your church who would like to come).  

mailto:carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk
https://blogs.oxford.anglican.org/
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=fa97769893&e=529e7c5017
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=8a71328854&e=529e7c5017
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=c7e9582604&e=529e7c5017
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=14501d5eebc3e98fa3015a290&id=29816dfb3c&e=529e7c5017

