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Dear friends, 

 I love to see the summer beaming forth 

And white wool sack clouds sailing to the north 

I love to see the wild flowers come again 

And mare blobs stain with gold the meadow drain 

And water lilies whiten on the floods 

Where reed clumps rustle like a wind shook wood 

Where from her hiding place the Moor Hen pushes 

And seeks her flag nest floating in bull rushes 

I like the willow leaning half way o’er 

The clear deep lake to stand upon its shore 

I love the hay grass when the flower head swings 

To summer winds and insects happy wings 

That sport about the meadow the bright day 

And see bright beetles in the clear lake play 

              This beautiful sonnet by John Clare, who in the early part of the 19th century 

was the son of a farm labourer, became known for his great celebrations of the English 

countryside but also the sorrows sometimes at its disruption. One of his trademarks 

was that he would often refuse to end his poetry with a full stop, as if the punctuation 

itself would impose an artificial conclusion on a natural eternal process. Summer will 

come and go, but will also return and nature will continue in unexpected and new 

ways.  

             How we care for the beauty of our environment and the world around us has 

over recent years moved more and more to the forefront of our lives. The natural 

world existed of course before human beings lived on earth and yet what we are 

increasingly aware of is the negative impact that we have had and continue to have on 

the environment of the world. 

            I know how much already our churches across our Benefice are thinking 

seriously about environmental issues and the impact that we have on the world around 

us. In the coming year I would like us all to engage with what it means in reality to be 

an Eco church, the first step is for each church in our Benefice to register in the eco 

church scheme in our Diocese. This would be just the beginning of our engagement in 

caring for God’s creation, knowing that even in the small things that we do, can build 

together to make big changes happen. 

            I do believe that an important aspect of our Christian faith is caring for the 

environment and God’s beautiful creation, so that all generations to come can say with 

joy the opening line of John Clare’s poem: I love to see the summer beaming forth. 

Love & prayers, Revd Neil                                                                           Tel: 788005 

Photo on front cover is of decorations for The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee                                  

at Holy Trinity Church, Sibford. 
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N.B. All Service times and Readings can be found on the                     

Wykeham Benefice Website or on your church notice board. 

 

Tadmarton – St. Nicholas Church  

Walking up the Church path early one morning on my way to water the flowers, 
I suddenly stopped. The sun was shining, the birds were singing and there was a 
smell of freshly mown grass (thanks to our team that keep the Church yard looking  
so good) I thought of a song, ‘What a Wonderful World’. 
 

It is  up to us to do what we can to save the planet. We are doing our bit banning 
oasis from the church, and we do use a lot over 12 months. Our aim going forward is 
to use vases and jugs. 
 

Earlier in the year we had a dedication to what Revd Neil is calling our memory 
window where you can put a vase of flowers with little note addressed to one of your  
loved ones. 
 

Two weeks ago we had a Beautiful service of Dedication and a Blessing of the 
Headstone for John and Eileen Steel. They had lived in the village for many years and 
on leaving a few years ago it was their wish to return to the village to be buried. 
 

The Ascension day service held at Broughton was a most enjoyable service with Revd 
Neil as always giving a beautiful sermon. An added bonus to the evening were the 
most enjoyable  snacks with wine. Thank you to the organisers, they were very much 
enjoyed. 
 

We continue to hold our coffee morning on Tuesday and after our Sunday Service in 
the Village Hall. It’s lovely  to have our get together and we cannot thank the Village 
Hall committee enough. 
 

I am sure everyone had their celebration for the Jubilee weekend. Ours ended on 
Sunday with Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall. Beautiful decorated flowers were 
everywhere. It certainly was a Tea fit for the Queen. Well done team! 
 

Well I think that is all this time. We hope to catch up with you all. I myself can’t wait 
to get to the Epwell Coffee Morning on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Fingers crossed 
for next time. 
 

Any God Bless you all we keep Ukraine in our thoughts and prayers and hope one day 
for peace.. Shirley Wackrill  
 



 

Sibford – Holy Trinity Church 
All change again at Holy Trinity, Evey Boughton has 
taken the Churchwarden baton from Barbara, we 
know she knows the ropes.  
 

The Christian Aid collection raised £445 which was 
well below the £700 in 2021 but we were grateful to 
those who were able to donate. Thanks to all who 
delivered the envelopes, acted as Collection points 
and counted the donations.   
 

The church was beautifully and imaginatively 
decorated for the Jubilee celebrations by Gil Soden 
and the flower team and much appreciated by 
visitors and congregation.  

 

There was a Royal Welcome 
at Sibford and wave as we 
entered the church. 
Revd Neil led us in a 
Thanksgiving Service, celebrating the seventy years of Service 
given by the Queen which included a moving letter by her on 
her 21st birthday, again offering service and 
commitment.  Many people who came to the service expressed 
their thanks to Revd Neil.    

  

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION: For a second year, the Fundraising group are 
organising a Photographic Exhibition with the theme Spirit of the Sibfords. The closing 
date for entries 10th September.  The Exhibition will be in Church on Saturday 8th 
October with a display of the 12 winners and a rolling digital display of all entries and 
a Coffee Morning. There will be details on the Sibfords village website in due course. 
 

Swalcliffe – St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church 

Swalcliffe’s Platinum Jubilee: the village came together as a community to give 
thanks for the Queen’s 70 years of service with four fantastic events!                            
On Thursday 2nd June villagers walked or took a tractor ride up to Jesters Hill for the 
lighting of the beacon. It was a balmy summer evening and the sight of the flames 
from the Beacon (plus the flames from the flamethrower who kept the children 
entertained) were a dramatic sight set against the setting sun. We also enjoyed 
eating the Jubilee tarts cooked by a team of volunteers.      
 

On Friday 3rd June Rev Neil led a relaxed, informal and well-attended service of 
thanksgiving in the church, with hearty singing of the favourite patriotic hymns. 
Everyone attending received a specially printed commemorative service booklet to 
mark the occasion, plus welcome refreshments afterwards. 



 
On Saturday 4th June the Platinum Party at the Palace was live 
streamed outside the Stag’s Head pub with lots of laughter 
amongst friends and neighbours gathering around the big screen. 
On Sunday 5th June the threat of rain held off so that villagers 
could enjoy their al fresco picnics at The Big Jubilee Lunch, seated 
together at long tables erected outside the Tithe Barn. It was 
distinctly chilly but nothing stopped the warm celebratory 
atmosphere, helped by sharing food, drinks and games, creating a 
truly memorable event for all those who attended. The photos 
here, all taken by Nicola Borkmann, tell the story! Huge thanks to 

all those involved in the organisation of the long 
weekend, ably coordinated by Karen Riordan. 

 

 

Coming up: Sunday 24th July ‘The Mysteries of the Medieval Wall Paintings 
Revealed’ – an informal ‘walk and talk’ session in the church at 4pm led by 
conservation expert, Mark Perry, followed by tea and cake. If you want to find out 
more about Swalcliffe’s unique wall painting of the Virgin, the 7 different schemes 
that can be identified in just one painting dating from the 14th to the 18th centuries,  
 



 
and the secrets recently revealed through restoration of The Three Living and The 
Three Dead, then come and join us for this revelatory talk!   All welcome.  
 

Sunday 7th August  - Come and support the Ukrainian cause through incredible 
music - The Ukraine Accordion Duo are back! Visas permitting, the talented 
accordion duo have scheduled a concert in Swalcliffe Church at 6pm to raise money 
for both victims of the war and the charity they have always supported, the 
Hippocrat Society which supports survivors of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Igor 
and Oleksi will play  a varied range of music from classical favourites to Ukrainian folk 
classics. Please do come and support this worthy cause. Admission is free but there 
will be a collection at the end of the evening. All welcome.  
 

Dates for your diary: 
Please note: we have decided with regret to cancel the annual Al Fresco supper 
scheduled for Sat 6th August on the basis that it was too close to the Jubilee 
celebrations and clashes with 2 other village events that weekend. Apologies for any 
inconvenience caused.  
 

Saturday 8th October -  Village Harvest Supper in the newly refurbished Village Hall. 
Tickets available from the beginning of September.  
 

Shutford – St. Martins 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held on 20th April at which the existing 
members of the PCC were re-elected. Ken Jeffs remains as the sole churchwarden 
and treasurer, Clare McEwan was elected as secretary and John Bailey as 
safeguarding officer. St Martin`s Church is financially stable and has a small loyal 
congregation and others who value its presence in the village. Mission and outreach 
remain priorities as there is a need to involve younger residents in church life. 
 

We were pleased to welcome everyone to church for the Benefice Pentecost service 
on 5th June – the choir led our singing with Ruth playing the organ. Refreshments 
were available after the service. 
 

Christian Aid donation of £355 was raised in Shutford 
during Christian Aid Week –  It is not too late to make 
a donation via our e-envelope or directly to 
caweek.org. 
 

We are pleased to have welcomed three young couples 
and their families to church for their marriages – Joel & 
Ellie, Seb & Flora, Jake & Sarah – we wish them well in 
their future lives together. We have also had the 
christenings of Violet and Aurelia: all these events have  
been joyous occasions and may encourage some to join 
our congregation on a regular basis.  
 



 
 
Father`s Day was celebrated with an All Age Family Service on 19th June – Dads 
present were given some goodies to take home. 
 

Epwell – St. Anne’s Church 
Despite the uncertain  weather conditions on the Sunday, the residents of Epwell 
came together to celebrate the Jubilee in style, making it a weekend to remember.  

 

Beginning  on Thursday evening, a crowd gathered for 
drinks at the Village Hall before climbing Yarn Hill.    

A large bonfire awaited us and Gavin Lloyd Thomas 
made a good show of setting it alight as we gazed to 

see other fires light up around us and towards 
Banbury where a firework display began.                                                                

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The church was filled with villagers who heartily sang our hymns for Pentecost and 
for the nation during our thanksgiving service in St Anne's on Sunday.   
                                          

Revd Neil kindly supported us with a wonderful sermon. Dawn Castle’s 
granddaughter, Tabatha, aged 8, read the whole of the Queen’s commemorative 
speech which the Queen gave at the age of 21 for her Coronation. We were also 
grateful to those who supported our intersession prayers read by a spectrum of age 
groups from the village including Florence and Cicely …., twins aged 6 and their 
mother Lottie. 
 

This was followed by a very jolly tea party in the Village Hall. Some braved the 
inclement skies outside even at the end of the day when it began to drizzle! Our 
thanks to the hard work and generosity of the bunting sewers,  beacon organisers, 
flower arrangers, cake bakers and to those who prepared and cleared away, the 
weekend events ran smoothly and were enjoyed by all. Thank you everyone! 
   



 

Broughton with North Newington – St. Mary’s Church 

We are so blessed to have a wonderful team of flower 
arrangers who keep in the church looking so beautiful; the 
arrangement on the right being a stunning example. Thank 
you to all of you.  
 

We were delighted to host the benefice service on 
Ascension day, 26th May. The choir were in fine voice and a huge thank you to Penny 

and Ron for providing the delicious refreshments. 
 

We've celebrated the Christenings of 

Rex, Harry and Harriet since the last 

Benefice newsletter. Harriet is 

pictured here with her parents and 

Godparents. Many congratulations 

to them all, on these very special occasions.  

On 28th May, with a full church, on a beautiful day, we celebrated the wedding of 
Tamara Koch de Gooreynd and Edward Henry Birch Reynardson. The church was full 
of beautiful flowers, 
hearty singing and joy.                                  
Many congratulations 
to you both. 

Photographs curtesy of 
 Ben Millar Cole 

Thank you to all who 
helped to organise a 
wonderful Jubilee Tea Party at St Mary’s House on Sunday 5th June; special thanks to 
Sue. It was fantastic to see so many villagers there and we are very grateful to Lord 
and Lady Saye and Sele for cutting the cake and Martin Fiennes for drawing the 
raffle.  
 

And finally, our recent sermons have left us with reminders that God holds us in his 
hands, even when the unexpected happens and have encouraged us to be open to 
listen to God in our lives.                                                                                                                         Care for Creation                                         

Would you like to know more about how your church 

                                                                        can care for God’s creation? 

                                                                        Why not visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/environmental-action.php 
                                                                          and maybe even sign up to receive the 

                                                                          ‘Care for Creation’ newsletter. 
 

 

                                                                            Please send your news for the August/September edition by 

                                                                                                                    Monday, 11
th
 July, 2022 

      The Common Spotted Orchid                       Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/environmental-action.php
mailto:carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

