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Dear friends, 

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate: 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, 

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date; 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 

And often is his gold complexion dimm’d; 

And every fair from fair sometime declines, 

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’d; 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade, 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st; 

Nor shall death brag thou wander’st in his shade, 

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st: 

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee. 

                                                                                               Sonnet 18 
 

This famous and beautiful sonnet by William Shakespeare, not only captures, I would 

suggest, the beauty that comes to us in a Summer’s day, but also the very essence of 

human love so clearly and so succinctly. That even though the world around us might 

change and even when there comes the moment of not seeing someone we love any 

more, even in those moments, the love we have for others endures. 
 

As I write this letter, the road map for emerging fully out of lockdown may well be 

having to be re written, it may well have to be changed. But even if we still find 

ourselves in whatever lockdown might look like in June, we are assured that a time 

will come, as brothers and sisters, when we will once again be able to do all the things 

we did before. That is because as Christians we believe, as it says in St Pauls first 

letter to the Corinthians; 
 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

1 Cor. 13:7 
 

 

In our Christian lives, individually and together as a church family, we are also 

assured that whatever might be happening in our lives and in the World, we 

have God’s unconditional love to hold us and strengthen us, through whatever 

we might be going through. Because as it says in 1 John 4:7,  
 
 

           God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 
 

Love & prayers, Revd Neil 



 

Village News 
 

Honorary Canon The Revd John Tattersall 
 

We are delighted to hear that John has been made an Honorary Cannon.  

Revd. Neil wrote to us on the 20th May, 
“It is with great joy that I am able to share with you that today it has been announced that our 

very own, Reverend John Tattersall, is to be installed as an Honorary Canon of Oxford's Christ 

Church Cathedral in a special service in June. I am sure you will share with me in sending to 

John our congratulations as a Benefice… “This appointment comes in recognition for all that 

John has done and continues to do, to serve God across his many and important roles in the 

Oxford Diocese.” 
 
 

The Oxford Diocese 

wrote, … “John had a 

successful career in 

London as a chartered 

accountant, rising to be 

a senior partner at PwC 

before receiving a call 

to ordination. He was 

ordained as a deacon 

in 2007 at the age of 55 

and as priest the 

following year: since then 

he has served as a self-

supporting minister in the Wykeham Benefice in north Oxfordshire and was vocations 

adviser in the Deddington Deanery before becoming Chair of the Oxford Diocesan 

Board of Finance in 2013. He also has Permission to Officiate in the Diocese of 

London. He was for many years treasurer and latterly Chair of Council of St 

Augustine’s College of Theology (formerly the South East Institute for Theological 

Education) where he originally trained for ordination. He has been chair of the Court of 

Trustees of the Royal Foundation of St Katharine, based in the East End of London, 

since 2012 and is a trustee of the Community of St Anselm at Lambeth Palace.” 
 

“I was delighted to be nominated as an honorary canon of Christ Church, the cathedral 

in which I was first ordained as a deacon in 2007. While my ministry as deacon and 

priest and my service to the diocese more generally were primarily in response to 

God’s calling and have always been immensely fulfilling in themselves, it is very 

comforting to know that they have been appreciated.” 
 

     There are more details on the Oxford diocese website:  

 http://www.oxford.anglican.org/hon-canons-st-frid 

http://www.oxford.anglican.org/hon-canons-st-frid


 

Epwell – St. Anne’s Church 
With the agreement of the Rector, it has been decided that the church can now be 

OPEN during the day, each day, for the foreseeable future. However, if you visit 

during the week outside services, please observe the current rules: hand sanitiser, 

register names and contact details on the form available and clean your seat/pew on 

leaving the church. 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING: TUESDAY 22ND JUNE AT 7 P.M. 
Tuesday 22nd June is the date for this year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting.  This 
is an open meeting and your chance to have your say in the life of the church in 
Epwell. The churchwardens are elected on this occasion, as are the Secretary, 
Treasurer and general members of the church council. The meeting will be held in St 
Anne's  at 7.00pm. 
 

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 23RD JUNE, 10.30 A.M. ONWARDS  – 
BACON BUTTIES BEFORE THE SERVICE ESPECIALLY FOR ALL FATHERS.  
The service starts at 11a.m. We look forward to seeing you.  
 

Tadmarton – St. Nicholas Church  
APCM SUNDAY 27TH JUNE AFTER THE 11 A.M. SERVICE 

The Church Council will be meeting to discuss several matters that need urgent 

attention. The AGM of the Church will take place, in the church after the 11.00am 

service on Sunday 27th June 2021. All our meetings will be subject to Covid 

regulations, but it will be great to meet again soon in person. 

Services have been fairly well attended with more members of our congregation now 

attending. The second Covid vaccination has been well 

received. We pray that there will not be further 

restrictions later in the year. 
 

Several members of Tadmarton were delighted to attend 

the service at Broughton Church on the 13th May to 

witness Neil’s confirmation as our Rector, according to 

law. It was lovely to hear members of the choir singing 

again together. 
 

The art zoom lectures by Neil have been very 

enlightening and helped us to try to understand the 

intentions of the artists in their portrayal of  

The Ascension of Jesus.  
 

THE SCARECROW COMPETITION: 9th - 23RD JULY -The scarecrow competition in the 

village is progressing and we owe our thanks to Shirley Wackrill for all her hard work  



 

in planning for this event.  Details are published in The Link of the tea and service on 

the 23rd July. More events are being planned for the coming months and therefore 

prepare for more to be announced soon.  
 

Sibford – Holy Trinity Church 
After a busy few days for Christian Aid Week, we finished the week with a sale of 
Cakes, plants, a few books and a little Bric-a-Brac. The weather was much kinder than 
the forecast and with many willing helpers we have raised over £200 from the Sale 
final total soon.  We have yet to count the donations from the Delivery Only and e- 
envelopes. If any other parish would like to have our spare books for their 
fundraising please contact Barbara. 
 

30TH JUNE 2021 -PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION FOR A SIBFORD CALENDAR, 2022:  
Our Photography Competition to find the best twelve photos for our Sibford 
Calendar, is under way. The flyers are going out to The Sibfords at the end of May 
with a closing date for entries of 30TH  June. In August, (date to be arranged) we plan 
to have an exhibition of the twelve finalists photographs with a chance for visitors to 
vote on the day for the Peoples’ Choice; the winning photographer will receive a 
prize of ‘Sunday Lunch for two’ at the Wykeham Arms.  
 

There will also be a chance to see all the entries on a rolling digital display with 
refreshments available. It is intended to have the calendars on sale on the 
1st October; please don’t buy the Countryfile calendar until you have seen ours. 
 

Swalcliffe 
CLOCK APPEAL DRAW: SATURDAY 5TH JUNE AT 12 NOON  

We have had the second (of 6) monthly draws as part of the Church Clock Appeal 

raffle. May’s winner was Steve Gandy. The next draw for June will be held on the 

Church steps on Sat 5th June as the clock strikes 12 noon. It will be followed 

immediately by the Annual Church Parochial Committee meeting in the church. 

Please do join us if you want to hear about what’s happening in church matters both 

over the past year and in the year ahead.  
 

REPAIRS: Villagers will have noticed that the collapsed section of the church 

boundary wall has now been expertly repaired by Des England, Mike Taylor and 

Raymond-Sancroft-Baker. Repairs to the War memorial monument in the Churchyard 

have also been completed so that we now have a stable structure again. Grateful 

thanks to the team who volunteered their time and expertise to help us carry out 

these repairs at a fraction of the cost if we had had to contract the work out to 

commercial builders.  
 

HERITAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT: We are in fact putting together an ambitious  

plan for a major Heritage Improvement Project, which involves carrying out some  



 
 

remedial works to improve the drainage and the levels of damp in the building. Once  

that is completed, we can carry out urgent conservation work on the medieval wall 

paintings, the stained glass windows and some of the historical monuments inside 

the church. We will be seeking grants to help fund all the different stages of the 

works, so in future we will have a beautiful church building and community asset that 

we can share with everyone.  
 

Shutford 
Since Easter, there has been a steady return to church with most of our core 

congregation in church at some time during the month. With an average attendance 

of 10 there has not been a problem with social distancing in St Martin`s Church 

during the pandemic, even for festivals, but regrettably the church is too small to 

host a Benefice Service at present. Social distancing is not a problem for some of us, 

with a friendly wave during the peace, preferable to close physical contact!  
 

APCM: 6TH JULY AT 7.30 P.M. With restrictions being eased, the church Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting, with refreshments, is planned for 6th July at 7.30pm in 

Shutford Village Hall. As most of our congregation and PCC members are older than 

60, we hope to encourage younger members of our community to get more involved 

with church life to ensure its long term future. The work and costs of keeping the 

church open falls on a few loyal parishioners so it is important that these should be 

shared more widely.     
 

Broughton 
Rev. Neil celebrated his induction in Broughton Church on Thursday the 13th May. 

This was a lovely service and the Choir were able to sing the hymns and also sang  

the anthem ‘Lead me Lord’. The service was well attended and we would like to  

thank  those who read the lessons. 
 

The film company have been in Broughton since May and used the Church for 

costumes as well as three days of ‘make up’. 
 

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY – 17TH JUNE 2021 

We would all like to congratulate Margaret and Neil on their Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary and hope that they have a most wonderful day. Hopefully the 

restrictions will be lifted and they will be able to have their friends and family around 

them on the day.  
 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH SPRING CLEAN – WEDNESDAY, 23RD JUNE AT 10.30 A.M. 
Please come and lend a hand. Cake and refreshments will be provided. Any queries,   
please contact Georgina Style 738307 
 



 
 
 

 

Services for June 

Zoom Services: Sunday H.C. at 6pm and Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6 pm 
 

 

Sunday 6th June 
Trinity 1 

Tadmarton 10 a.m. Benefice Eucharist  NB 

Sunday 13th June 
Trinity 2 

Sibford 
Shutford 
Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton
Tadmarton 

8 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.45 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion BCP 
Morning Praise  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 

NB 
JT 

Lay led 
GE 
NB 
JT 
NB 

Sunday 20th June  
Trinity 3 

Broughton
Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Shutford 
Tadmarton 

8 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Father’s Day Service 
Morning Praise 
Morning Praise 
Holy Communion 

JT 
JT 
NB 
NB 

Lay led 
Lay led  

JT 

Sunday 27th June  
Trinity 4 
 

Shutford 
Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.30 a.m. 
9.45 a.m. 
11 a.m. 
11 a.m. 

Holy Communion  
Holy Communion BCP 
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion 
Village Service 

NB 
GE 
JT 
DP 
JT 
NB 

 

Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Associate Minister: The Rev’d John Tattersall (JT)  

Assisting Priests: The Rev’d Dr David Pym (DP), The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans (GE) 

Readings for June 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th June 
First Sunday 
after Trinity 

Genesis 3: 
8 – 15 

2 Corinthians  
4: 13 – 

5: 1 

Mark 3: 
20 - 35 

Green 

13th June  
Second Sunday 

after Trinity 

Ezekiel 17: 
22 - end 

2 Corinthians 5: 
6 – 10 (11 – 13) 

14 - 17 

Mark 4: 
26 - 34 

Green 

20th June 
Third Sunday 
after Trinity 

Job 38:  
1 - 11 

2 Corinthians 6: 
1 - 13 

Mark 4: 
35 - 41 

Green 

27th June  
Fith Sunday 
after Trinity 

Wisdom 1:  
13 – 15 &  
2: 23 - 24 

2 Corinthians 8: 
7 - 24 

Mark 5: 
21 - 43 

Green 



 

 

Prayers              A view of Epwell Hill 

• Let us hold John Tattersall in 

our prayers as he prepares 

for the special service in 

June. 

• Please pray for Neil and help 

him to guide this benefice in 

the direction that God 

would like us to go. Please 

help him to communicate 

his hopes for Parish Planning 

to allow our churches to be 

more inclusive to the wider 

community of our parishes.  

• For the thousands dying in 

India from a new variants of 

Corona virus and for those 

who are affected in other 

countries around the world 

including our own. 

• For those who are working 

tirelessly to protect the 

world from this pandemic, 

scientists, doctors, nurses, aid  

workers, politicians and those delivering vital medication, to all who are  helping the 

people isolating and making them feel cared for. 

• For all those who have suffered as a result of the conflict in the Middle East. Please 

pray for the those inocent civilians living on the Gaza strip or close to it and Israel. 

Please pray for for a long term solution to enable the Isrealies and the Palestinians to 

live in peace. 

• For celebrations for Father’s Day, that Fathers can spend time with their loved ones 

and that those without fathers will be enlightened that God, as the most loving 

father, is there for all of us to turn to for all their needs. 

• Please pray for the up and coming APCM meetings within our parishes and the 

preparation for our future benefice meetings. 

• Thank God for the freedom in our we enjoy in our beautiful County as well as in both 

our faith and our lives and ask that we could be more contemplative, compassionate 

and courageous in our Christian lives.                                                                   Thank you. 

 
 

Please send your news for the June edition by Monday, 14
th

 June, 2021 

Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

mailto:carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

