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Dates of interest and thoughts for your prayers this month
1st Mar 2022 - Shrove Tuesday or Pancake Day is the day before Lent begins.
St David’s Day, patron saint of Wales, ware your daffodil or leek.
2nd March Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent
3rd March - World Wildlife Day, celebrating the many beautiful and varied
forms of wild fauna and flora. Thinking of what conservation, the people who
work in this field and what they provide for our future for wildlife and us.
14th March - Pi Day, celebration the wonders of Maths and all it has done to
develop our civilization and development and our understanding of the universe.
(The value of Pi is often taken as 3.14 thus it is this day.)
14th March - Commonwealth Day, remembering the Queen and all she has
done for the Commonwealth. The 2022 theme is "Delivering a Common Future:
Connecting, Innovating, Transforming"
17th March - St. Patrick’s Day Irish patron saint. Wear your Shamrock.
18th March - Global Recycling Day. A day to recognise, and celebrate, the
importance recycling plays in preserving the precious future of our planet. ‘Put
our planet first!’
19th March - World Sleep Day, celebrating sleep and a call to action on
important issues related to sleep, including medicine, education, social aspects
and driving.
20th March - Spring Equinox, winter ends, spring begins!
25th March - Annunciation Day.
25th March - Wear A Hat Day - in aid of Brain Tumour Research.
27th March - Mother’s Day (UK)
29th March - Piano Day, celebrate the joy of music especially the piano’s on
the 88th day of the year, the exact number of keys on a piano.

God is love. Everyone who lives in love lives in God and
Gods lives in them. (1 John 4:16)
The life so short, the craft so long to learn,
The assay so hard, so sharp the conquering,
The fearful joy that slips away in turn,
All this mean I by Love, that my feeling
Astonishes with its wondrous working
So fiercely that when I on love do think
I know not well whether I float or sink.
Dear friends,
This opening verse is from Geoffrey Chaucer’s beautiful and elegantly rhyming poem,
The Parliament of Fowls. In this 699 line poem, which is believed by some to commemorate
the marriage of Richard II to Anne of Bohemia in 1382, Chaucer describes in ever increasing
floral language, a conference of birds that meet together on wetlands to choose the one to be
with for the rest of their earthly lives.
In the poem the narrator falls asleep and dreams of a beautiful garden in which the
natural world presides over the debate between three Eagles all vying for the attentions and
love of another. The other birds that attend the ‘Parliament’, which are said to represent
different aspects of society and temptations, are each given the chance to express their opinions
about love, some of them with a great deal of humour. The poem doesn’t even try to resolve
the question of what human love is, but what it does do is to celebrate the very real joy in
loving and being loved.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things. Love never ends. 1 Corinthians 13 v4-8
Across all the villages in our Benefice, how we show that we are loved by God, in
how we show love to others, in our care and our action, is a visible way of showing God’s
presence, of showing God’s love. As we travel forward together and begin Lent on Ash
Wednesday (2nd March), as brothers and sisters in Christ, in all that we do, I would encourage
us to take time to reflect on how what we do visibly shows
God’s love, not only in our own lives, but also to others. Lent
gives to us all, individually and together, a time to reflect upon
our relationship with God.
And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor.13 v13)
Love & prayers
Revd Neil
Tel: 788005

Village News
Replacing the old with the new: major drainage work underway at Swalcliffe Church

Swalcliffe
Heritage Improvement at St Peter and St Paul’s Church: the first projects of a
renewed effort to repair and conserve our beautiful church for future generations
are finally underway. Ground drainage works started in
February and a team of skilled
contractors dug out all the old
terracotta clay narrow pipework
and replaced it with much larger

plastic water pipes, much
more suited to the scale
of the task. Combined
with new lead
downpipes, they will now effectively carry the rainwater away from the building,
thereby alleviating the endemic damp problem in the church’s interior. This work
also paves the way for the restoration of the highly significant medieval wall
paintings. That started in February too. We can’t wait to see them in their full glory
when the work is completed.
A sad day for Swalcliffe: More than 150 family, friends and work colleagues packed
out the church on Saturday 12thFebruary to celebrate the life of Dan Parish with a
service of love and thanksgiving. Dan, a resident of the village for more than 15 years
and loving father of Nettie, Rosie and Hollie, was diagnosed with cancer three years
ago, yet managed to lead an active life right up until the end. He died peacefully
surrounded by his close family and friends, not long after he had celebrated his 50th
birthday. The service, led by Rev. Neil, was a deeply moving tribute to Dan’s full life
and it is fitting that Dan chose to be buried in the churchyard in the heart of the
village where he spent so many happy years. His big, warm smile will never be
forgotten.
Lent Lunch: please come and share a lunch for Lent of soups, bread and cheese on
Tuesday, 5th April 12.30 - 2.30pm (Venue to be confirmed). Donations on the day will
be given to the Afghanistan Disaster Fund.
Don’t forget! It’s Mothering Sunday on Sunday 27th March!

Shutford – St. Martin’s Church
MESSY CHURCH EVENTS: Following on from a successful Messy Church and Family
Candlelit Carols in December, themed Messy Church Events are planned for the
coming year in the village hall. Participants from these occasions will also be
encouraged to take an active part in our All Age Worship in church.
APCM 4th April: In preparation for our Annual Church Meeting, the Church Electoral
Roll will be reviewed in March – please consider joining it as your church needs you!
Snowdrops, celandines and primroses have started to flower in the churchyard:
everyone is welcome to spend some quiet time on the church bench or in church
itself, which is open every day, for private prayer.
The church tower is illuminated for special occasions and anniversaries – a small
donation towards church costs is always welcome.

Tadmarton - St. Nicholas Church
We hosted the Benefice Service Sunday on the 1st February with a very good
attendance. The choir was exceptional and the Choir Master, Alex, did a sterling job
with help from his two little daughters. The Sermon was very much appreciated by
the congregation as Revd Neil has the art of making the readings more
understandable with his great sense of humour. We certainly had a good chuckle!
Refreshments were held in the Village Hall. Everyone enjoyed the scones, cake, and
Shirley’s renowned Bakewell tarts. The fresh filtered coffee was good too.
New Kitchen Work is going on in the new kitchen area with the groundwork nearly
completed. It has certainly opened up the area and now we can appreciate the
splendid Font. The broken stone cross on the church roof might be fixed and
apparently John Salethorn has the broken missing pieces. Well done John!
The church is looking into having Wi-Fi being made available which will mean
streaming services and also Wi-Fi during services.
We all miss Dough Woodward and fond memories of his 90th Birthday just before
lockdown. We thank him for his life in the village and all his hard work in the church.
He was an excellent Bell ringer for many years. May he rest in peace.
LENT LUNCH, 29TH MARCH IN TADMARTON VILLAGE HALL: This year we are
reinstating our LENT LUNCH in Tadmarton Village Hall on the 29th March. The
proceeds will be given to a charity of the PCC choice. We welcome our Benefice
members with open arms after our two years of COVID restrictions.
Best wishes from us TADDY folk to all the Benefice.

Broughton – St. Mary’s Church
We enjoyed some thought provoking services throughout January including Revd
Canon John’s sermon on Christian unity and embracing the different gifts God has
given us. The service on Candlemas celebrating the presentation of the infant Jesus in
the Temple was very poignant, as we lit candles to commemorate Jesus the light to
the world. The churchyards have looked beautiful over the past month with blankets
of snowdrops and spring flowering bulbs beginning to emerge. Our Benefice Lent
lunch is on Tuesday 8th March at Noon onwards in St Mary’s Hall.

Epwell – St. Anne’s Church
MOTHERING SUNDAY: 27TH MARCH, AT THE NEW TIME OF 10.30A.M.
There has been a change to the previously advertised Mothering Sunday service
which is now on Sunday 27th March at the new time of 10.30am. All young people
will be welcome to take an active part in the service, with readings and prayers and
there will be flower posies to give to mothers and grandmothers as well as
refreshments following the service.

BENEFICE LENT LUNCH: TUESDAY 15TH MARCH AT 12.30 – 2P.M.
Epwell is delighted to host one of the Lent Lunches on Tuesday 15th March. The
Village Hall will be open from 12.30 until 2.00pm and any donations will be
forwarded to BYHP, Banbury Young Homeless Project.

Sibford – Holy Trinity Church
Much quieter months during January and February but we are looking forward to
Mothering Sunday and intending to hand out invitations to Sibford Primary School,
Mums and Tots and Scouts, Beavers and Cubs always a joyful occasion. We will then
be into the Easter season with Annual Parish Council meetings followed by Christian
Aid Week in May. Spare a thought for Revd. Neil who has six APCM meetings to
Chair. So a busy time ahead.
NEW NOTICE BOARD: We have recently purchased an attractive, sturdy notice board
and weatherproof posters which are situated at the main gates and seen by walkers,
parents taking children to school and general passers-by. The money for the board
and posters was a grant given by Deddington Deanery for Mission purposes.
DONATED BENCH: An attractive new bench in the churchyard has been generously
donated by Mick Pratley to replace an existing one which had passed its 'sell by date'.
Thank you Mick. The lay led services at Sibford continue to be well attended with an
average congregation of 16. We are starting from where we are, building on the
resources we have and looking to where we can improve on this and involving the
younger families. Thank you to our Editor Carolyn who continues to produce an
excellent and interesting Benefice News.
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Readings for March, Ash Wednesday and Lent
Wed 2nd March
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of Lent
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of Lent
Sunday 27th March
Mothering Sunday

Old
Testament
Isaiah 58: 1 12
Deuteronomy
26: v 1 - 11

New
Testament
2 Corinthians 5:
20b – 6: 10
Romans 10:
v 8b - 18

The Gospel
John 8:
v1 - 11
Luke 4:
v 1 - 13

Geneses 15:
v 1 – 12,
17 - 18
Isaiah 55:
v1-9

Philippians 3:
v 17 – Ch 4 v 1

Luke 13:
v 31 - end

1 Corinthians
10: v 1 - 13

Luke 13:
v1-9

Exodus 2:
v 1 - 10

2 Corinthians 1:
v3-7

John 19:
v 25b - 27

Liturgical
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Revd Neil’s Lent talks and discussions
Each of these talks & discussions will be led by Revd Neil.
Everyone from across the Benefice and beyond is welcome and is
invited to join together for these evenings. Each evening, which
will last approx. 90mins, is self-contained, so even if you can just make one of
the evenings then do just come along.
All are welcome.
Thursday 17th March 7pm St Anne’s Church, Epwell
‘Christ in the wilderness’- Reflecting upon and discussing together the
paintings of Stanley Spencer, based upon Archbishop Stephen Cottrell’s book.
Wednesday 23rd March 7pm Shutford Village hall
What’s Prayer got to do with it? Based upon the following books:
- ‘Living the Lord’s prayer’- Rowan Williams & Sister Wendy Beckett
-‘The psalms as tools for prayer’-Eugene Peterson
Thursday 31st March 7pm Holy Trinity Church, Sibford
‘The language of Jesus in his prayers’- based upon the book by Eugene
Peterson
Thursday 7th April 7pm St. Nicholas Church, Tadmarton
The Descent from the Cross- reflecting upon and discussing together the
picture in St Nicholas Church, Tadmarton.

Lent Bible study groups
The language of Jesus in his stories
Would you like to join Revd Neil for a weekly Bible study group at the Rectory
in Sibford Gower, on the following Monday evenings during Lent:
MARCH 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th at 7pm.
Places are limited due to space, so please do contact him as soon as you can
to avoid disappointment, if you would like to join this in person Bible study
group. The week before each Bible study he will send out to those involved
details of the reading which will be looked at, as well as some questions to
consider.
For those who are unable to make it on a Monday evening and for those who
would prefer to be involved in a Bible study but on line, Revd Neil will be
leading a zoom Bible study group on the following Tuesday evenings during
Lent:
MARCH 15th, 22nd, 29th & APRIL 5th at 7pm.

Services for March, Ash Wednesday and Lent
Zoom Services: Sunday Evening 6pm and Wednesday Evening Prayer at 6 pm

Check the Diocese of Oxford Website for information on
#LiveLent: Embracing Justice and other Lenten resources.
Other News: Bishop Steven Croft visited St. Mary’s, Banbury in February.

Storms Dudley and Eunice didn’t stop Bishop Steven from
coming to talk to members of the Deanery of Deddington
on the 16th February. He bought much encouragement
through his sermon based on his reading which stemmed
from ‘The Beatitudes’ but focused more on the following
verses. The Bishop asked us “What kind of church are we
today?” Christ’s words in these verses are an affirmation
and an encouragement for us today, more than a
challenge, giving us fresh confidence and courage post
lockdowns that “our church is small but immensely
effective”. Just as 1 candle can light a whole room,
a grain of salt can also preserve. But change in our church
will not come out of anxiety but reflection and
contemplation. God is good and ultimately he will make
the changes in our church, not us.

Please send your news
for the April edition
by 12th March 2022
Carolyn
Koch de Gooreynd,
carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

