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Ascension
“When

Christ went up to Heaven the Apostles stayed”
Gazing at Heaven with souls and wills on fire,
Their hearts on flight along the track He made,
Winged by desire.

Their silence spake: “Lord, why not follow Thee?
Home is not home without Thy Blessed Face,
Life is not life. Remember, Lord, and see,
Look back, embrace.
Nevertheless a cloud cut off their gaze:
They tarry to build up Jerusalem,
Watching for Him, while thro' the appointed days
He watches them.
This beautiful poem by Christina Rossetti places us individually and
together alongside the apostles as they look up to the clouds and can simply just
watch, watch as Jesus ascends to be with his father, to be with God. On the
26th May as a Benefice we shall be celebrating the Ascension of Jesus.
The ascension encourages us as Christians to continue to watch, to
continue to look and to continue to be open to see the presence of the divine. In
all that we have seen and heard that has been happening in Ukraine we might at
times feel that there is so much darkness, so much brokenness, we might even
raise the question: where is God in the midst of such violence, such oppression,
such suffering? If we allow for the dark veil of what we see and what we hear to
cover our eyes from seeing light, of seeing love, even in the midst of the
darkness, then the darkness created by human violence, has won the day.
If, however, we believe as Christians that Jesus is the light of the
world, and that light is never overcome by darkness created by human action,
and that where love is God is also present, then even in the darkest of moments
that we might be living through and that we see others are living through, God’s
light and love is made present in the human response of love and care for those
who are suffering. We just have to be open to see it and not let the veil of
darkness prevail.

For as a cloud received Him from their sight,
So with a cloud will He return ere long:
Therefore they stand on guard by day, by night,
Strenuous and strong.
They do, they dare, they beyond seven times seven
Forgive, they cry God's mighty word aloud:
Yet sometimes haply lift tired eyes to Heaven—
“Is that His cloud?”
Love & prayers
Revd Neil
Tel: 788005

Celebrations are being organised across the Benefice to commemorate Her Majesty the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. You will find further details of events taking place in the
following pages, but please check locally for further details as not all information was
available at the time of this newsletter going to print. Thank you.

Village News
Epwell
After a couple of years break, Epwell was
delighted to host the Benefice Palm Sunday
service last month.
We gathered at the village hall to follow
Mabel the donkey, who led the procession
around the village. The sun shone and
everyone was in fine voice and on the way
into church, people stopped to admire the
Easter garden pictured below, beautifully
created by Luke Koch de Gooreynd.

BEACON LIGHTING, THURSDAY 2ND JUNE and VILLAGE TEA PARTY, SUNDAY 5TH JUNE.
Like many other villages we are busy preparing for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations in June. In
addition to our events (times to be confirmed), it is hoped to have an exhibition of the village
archives and to decorate the church with Jubilee inspired flower arrangements.

Shutford
It was good to welcome Violet and her family and
friends to St Martin’s Church on 10th April for her
baptism, the first one in Shutford for more than
three years.
The picture on the right shows Revd Neil and
Violet with her parents Alex and Renata. Many
congratulations Violet.

The final Lent Lunch of 2022 was held in Shutford Village Hall on 11 th April. 26 people supported
the lunch raising £275 from donations for Katharine House Hospice.
MESSY CHURCH ON SATURDAY 25TH JUNE FROM 3PM – 5PM. The Good Friday Messy Church
Event was well attended with crafts, the Easter story and hot cross buns to finish: the next
Messy Church is on 25th June which will celebrate summer and creation.
The church was beautifully decorated for Easter; special thanks to our team of ladies who
donate and arrange flowers all year round. Revd Michael Campling led worship with Jenny
playing the organ for the traditional Easter hymns. Chocolate eggs were given to all
worshippers as they left the church.
The church annual meeting planned for 4th April was postponed until 20th April – full report next
issue.
We look forward to welcoming three young couples and their families to church for their
weddings in May and June and also another young child for her baptism in May, all welcome
celebrations after two years of the coronavirus.
LIGHTING OF THE BEACON ON JESTER’S HILL, THURSDAY 2 ND JUNE AT 9.45PM. We celebrate
HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in Shutford by lighting the beacon on Jester’s Hill. There will
be a brass band, light refreshments and a bar.
VILLAGE PICNIC, SUNDAY 5TH JUNE FROM
12.30PM. There will be a village picnic on The
Dairyground on 5th June. Do come along.
BENEFICE SERVICE, SUNDAY 5TH JUNE AT
10.30AM.
The benefice service on 5th June, Pentecost, is
in Shutford and everyone is welcome to join
us for this special day. If the weather is fine,
we will have refreshments outside.
SUMMER FESTIVAL, SATURDAY 18TH JUNE
FROM 1PM - 5PM, THEN 6.30-10.30PM.
This year’s Shutford Summer Festival takes
place at the Manor Field with lots of
afternoon activities for all to enjoy.
In the evening there will be live bands with a
bar and burgers or bring your own picnic.
Ken Jeffs

Tadmarton
We had a very successful Lent Lunch on
29th March when we were served a lovely
selection of soups, followed by cheese,
biscuits and fruit. Thanks to all that helped
prepare this.
We sent a cheque for £425 to help Ukraine
via Christian Aid.
By the time you read this, the volunteers who keep the churchyard mown will be in full swing
and our thanks go out to them for keeping it looking so good.
As treasurer, I am pleased to report that our accounts were checked by Ken Jeffs and found to
be correct (phew). Our finances are in good shape, thank goodness, and thanks to all those
who support our church in all manner of ways.
On 27th March, we were pleased to
baptise Ellie during the Mothering
Sunday Service. Ellie is the great
granddaughter of Doug Woodward
who we all remember with fondness.
Many congratulations Ellie.
We were able to make use of the
newly cleared area around the font,
pictured on the right, which was
lovely.
Chris Dean

Swalcliffe
Swalcliffe’s Lent Lunch took place on 5th April in the
Village Hall with 20 people enjoying the homemade
soups, bread and cheese.
Our efforts were generously rewarded with
donations totalling £300 for the Ukraine Disaster
Emergency Fund.
Thanks to all who organised it, contributed and
attended.

Swalcliffe is planning a long weekend of special events to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with something for
everybody.
LIGHTING OF THE BEACON ON JESTER’S HILL, THURSDAY
2ND JUNE AT 9.45PM. This will be preceded by a procession
from the village starting at 7.30pm. It will be a night of
entertainment with Deddington Brass Band and a children’s
entertainer.
SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING, FRIDAY 3rd JUNE AT 4PM. A family service of thanksgiving for the
Queen’s long reign takes place in the church at 4pm – with artistic contributions from villagers
followed by refreshments.
PLATINUM PARTY AT THE PALACE, SATURDAY 4th JUNE FROM 2PM. The Platinum Party at the
Palace will be live streamed outside the Stag’s Head pub plus additional live music and a wide
range of local beers. Everyone invited to bring along picnic blankets and chairs to join in the
biggest concert of the year.
THE BIG JUBILEE LUNCH, SUNDAY 5th JUNE AT 1PM. An al fresco lunch sponsored by the Parish
Council kicks off at 1pm at the Tithe Barn grounds. There will be bunting galore, tables and
chairs for families and friends to get together with your own picnics just like The Last Night of
the Proms! During the afternoon a commemorative tree and bench will be unveiled as a lasting
tribute to Her Royal Highness as part of the ‘Tree for the Jubilee’ initiative.
Please register your interest in attending any of these events on the Village website
www.Swalcliffe.org or email karen@swalcliffevillage.co.uk to help the organisers plan for
appropriate numbers.

TALK ON THE HISTORY OF THE MEDIEVAL WALL PAINTINGS, SUNDAY 24TH JULY AT 4PM.
Join us for a talk in church on the history of the Medieval Wall Paintings by the conservator,
Mark Perry.
AL FRESCO SUPPER PARTY, SATURDAY 6th AUGUST. Time and venue to be confirmed.

Sibford
The Mothering Sunday Service was a joyful
occasion sharing the baptism of Chloe with
proud parents Richard and Emilia, followed by
their invitation to refreshments in the village
hall. Many congratulations Chloe.

The posies above were provided by the
ladies of our church and distributed at the
Mothering Sunday Service.

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME, SUNDAY 26TH JUNE. Also in June,
there will be the Annual Open Gardens for the National Garden
Scheme.
Holy Trinity will once again be providing refreshments and cakes in
the village hall with all the proceeds going to the church funds.
So, if you like exploring other people’s gardens for inspiration and
enjoy eating cake, make a note of the date.

Broughton with North Newington
A number of us from the parish have thoroughly enjoyed attending Revd Neil’s weekly Bible
Study sessions throughout March. The evenings provided us with safe, encouraging and
thought-provoking discussions and can be highly recommended to anyone wishing to attend
future sessions.
We had a wonderful celebration of
God’s maternal love for us and the
maternal love we show to others in our
Mothering Sunday celebration. We all
received blessed prayer cards that
were a lovely gift to us all and for us to
share.
On Sunday 3rd April, we celebrated the
baptism of Darcy which was a joy-filled
occasion for all who were able to
attend. Many congratulations Darcy.
The floral display in the porch at Broughton St
Mary’s is looking beautiful.
ASCENSION DAY COMMUNION SERVICE,
THURSDAY 26TH MAY AT 7PM. We are looking
forward to welcoming everyone from across the
Wykeham Benefice to celebrate together at this
special Benefice service.
PLATINUM JUBILEE TEA PARTY, SUNDAY 5TH JUNE
FROM 2PM - 5PM. We invite you to join us to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at a Tea
Party to be held at St Mary’s House, Wykham lane.
There will be Pimms, tea/coffee, soft drinks, cakes, a
tombola, bouncy castle and face painting.

Services for May
Sunday 1st May
Easter 3
White

Swalcliffe

10.30am

Benefice Eucharist (JT)

Sunday 8th May
Easter 4
White

Sibford
Shutford
Swalcliffe
Sibford
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am
10.30am
11.00am
11.00am

BCP Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Holy Communion (GE)
Holy Communion (JT)
All Age Family service (NB)
All Age Family service (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)

Sunday 15th May
Easter 5
White

Sibford
Epwell
Shutford
Broughton
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe

9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
All Age Family service (lay led)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Evensong (NB)

Sunday 22nd May
Easter 6
White

Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton

9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am

Holy Communion (JT)
BCP Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (GE))
Holy Communion
All Age family service (NB)
All Age Family service (JT)

Thursday 26th May
Ascension Day
White or Gold

Broughton

7.00pm

Sunday 29th May
Easter 7
Sunday after the
Ascension
White

Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton
Shutford

9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Benefice Eucharist for Ascension Day
(NB)
Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Matins (lay led)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Evensong (NB)

Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Associate Minister: The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall (JT)
Assisting Priests: The Rev’d Dr David Pym (DP), The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans (GE), The Rev’d
Hazel Scarr (HS), The Rev’d Michael Campling (MC), The Ven Keith Smalldon (KS),
The Rev’d Canon John Whitwell (JW)

Readings for May

Liturgical colour

1st May

The 3rd Sunday
of Easter

Acts 9 v1-6

Revelation 5 v11-end

John 21
v1-19

8th May

The 4th Sunday
of Easter

Acts 9 v36-end

Revelation 7 v9-end

John 10
v22-30

15th May

The 5th Sunday
of Easter

Acts 11 v 1-18

Revelation 21 v1-6

John
13v31-35

22nd May

The 6th Sunday
of Easter

Acts 16 v9-15

Revelation 21
v10-ch22 v5

John 14
v23-29

26th May

ASCENSION DAY

Acts 1 v1-11

Ephesians 1 v15-end

Luke 24
v44-end

29th May

The 7th Sunday
of Easter
(Sunday after
Ascension Day)

Acts 16 v16-34

Revelation 22
V12-14,16-17,20-end

John 17
v20-end

Services for June
Sunday 5th June
Pentecost
Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee
Red

Shutford

10.30am

BCP Benefice Eucharist (NB)

Sunday 12th June
Trinity Sunday
White or Gold

Sibford
Shutford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Sibford
Broughton
Tadmarton

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am

BCP Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (GE)
All Age Family service (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)

Sunday 19th June
Trinity 1
Green

Sibford
Epwell
Broughton
Shutford
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe

9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (NB)
Father’s Day Service (JT)
Holy Communion (JT)
All Age Family service (lay led)
Holy Communion (NB)
BCP Evensong (NB)

Sunday 26th June
Trinity 2
Green

Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Tadmarton
Broughton

9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
6.00pm

Holy Communion (DP)
BCP Holy Communion (GE)
Holy Communion (JT)
Holy Communion (NB)
All Age Family service (JT)
BCP Evensong (NB)

Rector: The Rev’d Neil Bowler (NB) Associate Minister: The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall (JT)
Assisting Priests: The Rev’d Dr David Pym (DP), The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans (GE), The Rev’d
Hazel Scarr (HS), The Rev’d Michael Campling (MC), The Ven Keith Smalldon (KS),
The Rev’d Canon John Whitwell (JW)

Readings for June

Liturgical colour

5th June

PENTECOST
(Whit Sunday)

Acts 2 v1-21

Romans 8
v14-17

John 14 v8-17

12th June

TRINITY
SUNDAY

Prov. 8
v1-4,22-31

Romans 5
v1-5

John 16 v12-15

19th June

The 1st Sunday
after Trinity

Isaiah 65 v1-9

Gal. 3
v23-end

Luke 8 v26-39

26th June

The 2nd Sunday
after Trinity

1 Kings 19
V15-16,19-end

Galatians 5
v1,13-25

Luke 9 v51-end

The image on the front cover of this newsletter
is of a beautiful stained-glass window 'The
Ascension' by Sir Edward Burne-Jones which
is in St Philip's Cathedral, Birmingham;
photograph by Colin Price 2019. More details
about the window can be found at
http://www.victorianweb.org
Have you visited our new look Benefice
website: http://www.wykehambenefice.org.uk

Please send your news for the July edition
by 13th June 2022 to
Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd,
carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

