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We shall keep the Faith
Oh! You who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet-to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valour led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the
dead
In Flanders Field.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for nought;
We’ll teach the lessons that ye wrought
In Flanders Field.

Dear friends,
This poem by Moina Michael, can be thought
of as maybe encapsulating beautifully how we
might remember those who have lost their
lives across the generations.
We carry the torch of remembrance and with
it our faith, so that we might not forget the
ultimate price that many thousands upon
thousands of people have paid, so that others
might live in peace.
We have Remembrance day services across
our Benefice on Sunday14th November, when
we gather together to remember those who
lost their lives. This time can also be a very
poignant time for us personally, because we
might want to also use the coming month to
remember those whom we continue to love
but see no more.

We are then, individually and together as a benefice and as a church family, encouraged
also by Jesus to remember and ‘keep the Faith’. In the very words that he says to his
disciples at the last supper “…do this in remembrance of me.”(Luke 22 v19), when we
also gather together at our benefice service on the first Sunday of the month and in our
other church services, we are remembering all that Jesus has done and continues to do
for us in our lives.
So that no matter what we might be living through in our lives and as a community, we
too might find the strength to continue to carry the torch that illuminates our Christian
lives and journeys.
They grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor years
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning we Will remember them.
Love & prayers,
Revd Neil Tel: 788005

.

Village News
These are your Church Wardens for your Benefice.
Ken Jeffs (Shutford), Andrew Taylor (Broughton), Robin Grimston
(Swalcliffe), Neil Howarth (Broughton), Chris Dean (Tadmarton), The Revd. Neil
Bowler, John Whitney (Tadmarton), Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd (Epwell),
Alasdair Lowe (Epwell) and Barbara Foster (Sibford).
Left to Right:

On the 21st September your Church Wardens were
invited to the Episcopal Visitation and service for
the Admission of Churchwardens by Bishop Gavin
and Archdeacon Judy who welcomed us
and Officiated.
Having not had a service last year due to the
Pandemic we were delighted to come together, with fewer benefices
to each service to help with social distancing. We were all sworn into our role in a
joyful service and managed to get our photograph taken with the Bishop! Happily
Margret Howarth and Gilian Soden were able to come and support us.
Donations for the FCN Thank you to everyone who generously gave to the Farming
Community Network during Harvest. The overall combined figure donated by all the churches in
our Benefice will be published in the next issue by Revd Neil.

Shutford
St Martin`s Church was beautifully decorated with flowers and fruit and vegetables for
the Harvest Thanksgiving on 26th September. The next day, our Harvest Supper raised
£420 from donations, a raffle and sale of produce of which £250 will be given to
Katharine House Hospice. Special thanks to everyone for their donations and support
which made the Harvest Supper a financial and social success.

The church is now open daily from 10.30am until 4.30pm for private prayer and solace.
Visitors are asked to take personal responsibility for their own health and safety in
view of the ongoing spread of the coronavirus.
There will be an Act of Remembrance at the village war memorial by Shutford Village
Hall at 11.00am on 14th November. Later in the day, at 6.00pm, a Service of
Remembrance will be held in church: we hope Deddington Brass will be able to play for
the hymns.
A retiring collection will be given to The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – there will
also be a door to door collection in the village this year and a collecting box in The
George & Dragon.

Sibford
The Harvest supper in October was well supported, fun,
dancing and a wonderful array of food. Carolyn White
prepared and delivered food
to those who were not able
to be with us, a lovely idea Carolyn and very much
appreciated. Thanks to Robin Spicer for his clear
instructions to get us dancing.
The Harvest Thanksgiving service was also very well
attended, with the theme of Farming Community
Network, a charity which
supports farmers nationally.
The church was beautifully
decorated. The tinned, dried food
and some fruit and veg was delivered to Polly after the service
and as always, gratefully received.
A Welcome envelope has been prepared containing information
of services and a little of the history of Holy Trinity and other current relevant
information. These are in church ready to be delivered to new neighbours.
During September Adrian Lamb cycled and visited 34 churches and chapels for the
Ride and Stride in aid of Oxford Historic Churches Trust. Our grateful thanks to Adrian
and you who generously donated £175 in sponsorship. We also had The Sibfords
Extravaganza showcase. Clubs, societies and Holy Trinity church got together to find
out more as to what goes on in The Sibfords. Revd. Neil produced an attractive stall in
the village hall with photographs and information regarding the life of Holy Trinity,
weekly services, weddings and baptisms.

A COFFEE MORNING, SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 10AM - Noon in Sibford Church
in in aid of church funds.

All

SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER: CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 2 – 4 P.M. in the VILLAGE HALL
Demonstration by Val Law, followed by a workshop to produce your own decoration.
Cost £8 includes refreshments and a raffle of the three demonstration decorations.
Numbers limited to 30, tickets available very soon.
FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER 7 P.M. IN THE CHURCH: ‘THE SKEPTICS’
An evening of carols, readings and music by The Skeptics to mark the beginning of
Advent and our preparations for Christmas. The
Skeptics are a local a-cappella trio who bring a ‘folkfusion’ twist to familiar Christmas carols.

Tadmarton
We held a lovely harvest festival on 26 September led by Rev
Neil. The church was resplendent in flowers and all manner of
fruits and marrows, thanks to
those that did all the hard
work. We were able to send
money to Polly £100 Banbury
Foodbank £50 and Farming Community Network
£103 from our service collection and auctioning of
produce.
We are currently pursuing the extension of the
churchyard through the generosity of Jane Asser
who has offered some adjoining land. I expect it will take some time and much pulling
out of hair but is something that needs doing.
By the time you read this Shirley Wackrill and her team will have tempted us with
some calorie infused desserts at the Pudding Club Evening. This is a fundraising event
for the Village Hall and the Church.

Swalcliffe
Preserving our assets: Swalcliffe Heritage Improvement Project …
Recently the church fabric has suffered from a number of issues, primarily caused by
damp as a result of failures within the external drainage system. In 2020, a specialist
environmental survey report concluded that repairs to both the rain-water flow
management and associated ground drainage system are urgently required. During
the pandemic, when the church was ‘out of bounds’, the lack of regular use

compounded the issue, bringing with it an increased risk of environmental damage,
especially to the medieval wall paintings and the surviving woodwork within the
church.
The PCC has therefore committed to a comprehensive heritage improvement project
to address the immediate issues, to conserve the most at threat aspects of the building
and its contents and to make the church a welcoming place for all.
After a lot of groundwork - researching the scope of work, obtaining ‘faculties’ (or
permissions as it is a `grade 1 Listed Building), obtaining contractors’ estimates,
applying for grants - we are now poised to tackle the first major element of this
ambitious project – the drainage works due to start this month.
This element alone will cost around £57,000 to complete, which we can only afford
due to grants awarded by the Peter Boycott Memorial Trust, Oxfordshire Historic
Churches Trust and the Allchurches Trust, to whom we are most grateful for their
generous support. If you would like to donate to support this important project, please
contact virginiamerritt56@gmail.com.
…And a tidy Vestry! A smaller, long overdue project has been the tidying up of the
Vestry at the back of the church. Years of accumulated clutter have been cleared, new
furniture installed and it has been transformed. Sincere thanks to Stephen Warrington,
Gay Harris and Rev Neil for their hard work and ruthless spring cleaning skills!
‘A MUSICAL MOSAIC’: CONCERT IN THE CHURCH ON
SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 7PM
Described as melodic offerings to warm the soul, we are
delighted to welcome the Brackley Wind Ensemble
performing in the first Swalcliffe Concert for over 18 months.
Tickets are £10 per person (there will also be a cash bar) are
available online at www.swalcliffe.org or call 01295 788127.
Stocking up for Christmas: SWALCLIFFE CHRISTMAS
MARKET, SATURDAY, 4TH DECEMBER 12.00 – 15.30 P.M.
Come along for a festive occasion and the chance to buy
your locally made gifts, Christmas treats and decorations.
Not to be missed!

Broughton
On the afternoon of Sunday 26th September Revd Neil led our celebration of Harvest
festival. It was a lovely occasion and the flower displays in church were magnificent.
Andrew Taylor created a display of different sorts of grain showing what each are used
for. Refreshments were served in church after the service.

We are looking forward to welcoming everyone
for the Benefice service here on Sunday the 7th
November at 10am, at which our Benefice
choir will once again be singing together, for
the first time at a service since the lockdowns.
NEW COLLEGE OXFORD CHOIR – MONDAY
13TH DECEMBER. Don’t forget to put in your
diary a special concert here at Broughton on
the evening of Monday 13th December when
the choir of New College Oxford will be
performing. Everyone across our Benefice is
invited to what promises to be a very special
evening.

Epwell
Anyone visiting St Anne's during the last month has
been treated to a wonderful display of autumn colour as
the flower arrangers from the village have been hard at
work. As part of the village Fun Day, Caroline, Dawn, Nicola,
Suzanne, Mary, Catherine,
Nicola R, Julie and Carolyn
made sure that the church
was looking beautiful and
thanks to Clare the
decorations were enhanced with her amazing
arrangement for Harvest. The collection from last
months’ Harvest Festival has been forwarded to
support the valuable work done by the Farming
Community Network. The donations of produce
has been passed onto Polly, who supports the
homeless in Banbury.
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE: 14THNOVEMBER 10.55 A.M.
We will be holding our traditional Remembrance service on Sunday 14th November.
We will gather in the village square near the war memorial at 10.55am and begin with
prayers and a 2 minute silence. We will then move into the church for the service
which we are pleased to say Glyn Evans is kindly going to lead this year. A village
collection will take place for the Royal British Legion leading up to the day.

Epwell Christmas Cards. Seasonal and generic photographs of St. Anne’s
Church are on sale. Blank inside and all packs are wrapped in tissue
paper and tied with string so they can be given as gifts as well as for
your own use. No plastic is involved.
To order, contact Carolyn, carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk
X 5 Christmas cards and/or x 5 generic cards per pack 1 pack £6, 2 Packs £10

Readings for October
th

7 November
Third Sunday
before Advent
14th November
Remembrance
Sunday. Second
Sunday before
Advent
21st November
Christ the King
The Sunday next
before Advent
28th November
Advent Sunday
Year C begins

Prayers
•
•
•
•

Liturgical colour

Jonah 3: 1
– 5, 10

Hebrews 9:
24 - end

Mark 1:
14 - 20

Daniel 12:
1- 3

Hebrews 10:
11 – 14 (15 –
18) 19 - 25

Mark 13:
1-8

Daniel 7:
9 – 10, 13
- 14

Revelations 1:
4b - 8

John 18:
33 - 37

Jeremiah
1
33: 14 - 16 Thessalonians
3: 9 - 18

Luke 21:
25 - 36

- This time last year we prayed for all young people. They continue to need our prayers.
We are thankful to those who carried the torch before us to bring peace and freedom to future
generations. Help us to carry that illuminating light of God to future generations.
The COP26 event for Climate Change in Glasgow from 1st- 12th November.
Pray for the safety of more than 200 world leaders due to attend the event and their compassion, courage
and commitment to improvements for Climate Change however hard they may be to implement.
Please remember all those who are applying to university, preparing for Mock exams and SATS.

•
•
•
•

All those who are looking for their first job or internship and all those who
have lost their job with little experience under their belt and seek another.
For all those who feel stuck due to lockdowns and for those whose mental
health has been effected.
For us to do our part for the recovery of the natural world that our
younger generations will inherit from us.
For a national pursuit of happiness through a more ‘simplicity of life’.

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” Genesis 2:15

Service Timetable for November
Sunday 7th
November
3rd before Advent
Sunday 14th
November
Remembrance
Sunday

Sunday 21st
November
Christ the King

Sunday 28th
November
Advent 1

Liturgical colour

Broughton

10.00am

Benefice Eucharist

Sibford
Swalcliffe

8.00am
9.30am

Broughton

10.55am

Epwell
Sibford
Tadmarton
Shutford
Sibford
Epwell
Broughton
Shutford
Tadmarton
Swalcliffe
Shutford
Sibford
Swalcliffe
Epwell
Broughton
Tadmarton

10.55am
10.55am
10.55am
6.00pm
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
6.00pm
9.30am
9.30am
9.30am
9.45am
11.00am
11.00am

Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion and
Act of Remembrance
Holy Communion and
Act of Remembrance
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Remembrance Service
Holy Communion (NB)
Holy Communion (JT)
Morning Praise (NB)
Morning Praise
Holy Communion (JT)
Evening Worship (NB)
Holy Communion
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Village Service

JT
(Neil
away)
NB
JT
NB
GE
JT
DP
NB
NB
JT
NB
Lay led
JT
NB
JT
GE
NB
DP
JT
NB

Rector: Rev’d Neil Bowler: 788005 Associate Minister: The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall (JT)
Assisting Priests: The Rev’d Dr David Pym (DP), The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans (GE),
The Rev’d Canon John Whitwell (JW), Canon Christopher Hall (CH)

Please send your news for the November edition by
Thursday, 11th November, 2021
Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

