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All Saints' Sunday is the last Sunday  

of this month, 31st October 
 

All Saints Day is the following day, 1st November. It is also known as ‘All Hallows' 

Day, Hallowmas, the Feast of All Saints, or Solemnity of All Saints. It is a Christian 

solemnity celebrated in honour of all the saints, known and unknown. Its intent is 

to include those who are no longer celebrated, or are not celebrated individually, 

either because the number of saints has become so great or because they were 

celebrated in groups, after suffering martyrdom collectively.  

From the 4th century, feasts commemorating all Christian martyrs were held in 

various places on various dates near Easter and Pentecost. In the 9th century, 

some churches in the British Isles began holding the commemoration of all saints 

on 1st November, and in the 10th century this was extended to the whole Catholic 

church by Pope Gregory IV. 

 



 

Dear friends, 

              When I was a boy growing up in the pit village in South Yorkshire, during 

the six weeks holiday I would play and make dens with my friends, with of course 

the farmers permission, in the corn fields behind our house. The days seemed 

always to be long and hot, and the six weeks school holidays always seemed to last 

forever. As I sit writing this letter I’m wondering where the time of Summer has 

gone? The time to change the clocks back is not too far away and the dark nights 

will be getting earlier and earlier. 

             So much has happened over the summer months across our Benefice and it 

has been wonderful to once again meet together socially. I have certainly been 

making up not being able to visit people in their homes when I arrived earlier in the 

year, because my days and weeks across the summer have been wonderfully filled 

with the opportunities of being able to do this. It has been also wonderful to once 

again to be able to celebrate together in church in our worship through singing. 

Some of you, having now heard my singing voice, might be wishing for us to return 

to recorded music! 

              As we travel forward together into Autumn, as a benefice we have to 

continue to be aware that during the winter months ahead we may well be faced 

once again, with times when some covid rules and restrictions, might well be 

reimposed, but as parishes and as a benefice, I do believe that we are able to face 

such uncertainties positively together, because as Christians we have the constancy 

and certainty, in knowing that no matter what, we have a God who is there for us, 

alongside us, holding us, and who loves us, through whatever we might face. As 

your Rector, I will continue to do my best prayerfully and reflectively, to lead us as 

a benefice through the rest of the year. There are likely to be times in the months 

ahead, just as there has already been during my ministry in the benefice, when I 

have to take important and significant decisions, but I will continue to do so by 

being open to being guided by God in all of my decision making. 

              As parishes and as a benefice I would encourage us in the months ahead to 

prayerfully be open to God’s guidance in and through the Holy Spirit, so that we 

don’t just focus our lives upon human things but also on the presence of the divine. 

To try to be courageous and confident in proclaiming the Good news of the gospel 

and in so doing to try to be more Christ like in all that we do individually and 

together.                                                               

                                                                             Love & prayers,   

Revd Neil 

                                                                                                                   Tel: 788005 



 

Village News  
Epwell 

Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy the Cream Tea afternoon held at Yarn 
Hill Cottage. The sun shone, Andrew McHugh and Laura beautifully entertained 
with a selection of musical pieces and thanks to the hard work of Carolyn, her 
family and talented village bakers, £450 was raised for St Anne's. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL: SUNDAY 10TH OCTOBER AT 11 A.M. 
This year’s Harvest Festival takes place on Sunday 10th October and will be led by 
Reverend Neil. The collection will go to support the valuable work done by the 
Farming Community Network (FCN) and any donations of produce will be passed 
onto Polly, for the homeless people in Banbury.   
 

Shutford  

Unable to have refreshments at our APCM, a Social Evening was held in Shutford 

Village Hall on 18th August, so church members and others could meet Rev Neil 

informally over drinks and nibbles. All being well, we hope to have other social 

events in the hall during the autumn including a Produce Show and Village Get 

Together on 27th September at 7.30pm – money raised will be shared between 

the church and Katharine House Hospice.   
 

A well-attended Produce Show and Get Village Together was held in the Manor 

Field on 11th September. A church team provided cakes and teas.  
 

Sadly, only 3 participants visited St Martin`s Church for the annual OHCT Ride and 

Stride this year. Refreshments were available in the church porch with other 

facilities at the G & D next door. 
 

The flowers in the churchyard have faded and the task of removing long grass has 

started. No swallows have returned to the church porch this summer.  



 

Church services have been held throughout the summer as planned, including an 

early evening Evensong in August and some less formal lay led (and shorter) 

Morning Praises. Most regular worshippers have return to church – face coverings 

now optional but we continue to observe each other`s space - hymn singing is 

back, accompanied by recordings on our electronic organ. 
 

Sibford 

September has been 

a busy month in 

Sibford Parish. The 

Photographic 

Exhibition in church 

on 4th September 

was a big success, 

when 70 villagers 

came and ate cake, 

voted for their 

preferred 

photograph which 

was a snow scene 

by John Berry. The 

prize which was a meal for two at the Wykeham Arms, was generously provided 

by an anonymous donor and Wykeham Arms.  
 

Adrian Lamb once again cycled, visiting churches and chapels in the area and his 

total this year was 34.  He was sponsored by our congregation on behalf of Ride 

and Stride for Oxford Historic Churches Trust.  We are grateful to OHCT for the 

grant of £1,500 to help us rebuild part of our church boundary wall. Thank you 

Adrian. 
 

The Sibfords held an afternoon Extravaganza, a showcase of Village Clubs, 

Societies and groups. This included a car boot, bouncy slide, market stalls, great 

village event.  An opportunity for Holy Trinity to showcase the life of our church.  

At the time of going to press, we are planning a Harvest Supper with games, Bring 

and Share supper and barn dancing in the village hall, with the Harvest 

Thanksgiving the following day.   

“Come ye thankful people come, raise the song of Harvest home.”  

We continue to support Polly Preedy and those she meets, feeds and clothes on a 

daily basis; the tinned and dried goods will be given to her for distribution. 



 

Judy Abbott wrote in to let everyone know about the total of the CMS collection; 

I have collected £337.21 and a further £50 was paid in by individuals making the 

total so far £387.21p.   If anyone else wants to contribute or have boxes to be 

counted, please could they let me know. judyabbott2@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Tadmarton 

It is great to be once again to be back in church for our Tuesday morning service at 

10am. This half hour service celebrated by Revd Neil uses the Book of common 

prayer and is a great way to start the day, followed of course by coffee and cakes 

in the village hall afterwards! This service is open to everyone to come to from 

across our benefice. 

 

These five people 

raised a fantastic 

£2500 for the 

proposed Taddy 

church kitchen on a 

sponsored walk.  They 

walked 8 country 

miles, climbed over 

dodgy stiles, 

encountered ponies and 

sheep, walked up hill and 

down, picked their way along uneven fields, got wet and did it all with good 

humour and a smile.  Well done to you all on a brilliant achievement! 
                                           

Jesus said,  “I am the gate. Whoever enters 

by me will be saved, and will come in and 

go out and find pasture.” John 10 v9 

Many thanks to Des England for his hard 

work in replacing the west gate to the 

churchyard.  The old one had rotted away 

and was beyond repair.  Please feel free to 

admire his handiwork and try and see 

where he has added his signature. We will 

be adding a plaque in memory of John and 

Eileen Steele who used this gate to come to  
                                                        The new gate at Taddy  

mailto:judyabbott2@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

church. They left a bequest to  St Nicholas and we thought it appropriate to pay 

for the gate from this legacy.  
 

Swalcliffe  

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS: SUNDAY 30TH OCTOBER 

On Saturday 30th October we invite the village to the annual Harvest Supper in the 
Village Hall. It will be an opportunity to enjoy a splendid 3 course meal with 
friends and neighbours.  
Tickets cost £20 per person and can be booked 
online via the village website 
www.swalcliffe.org 
 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE: SUNDAY 
17TH OCTOBER AT 6 P.M.  
Sunday 17th October we will have our special 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service in the church led 
by Revd. Neil. It’s an opportunity to celebrate 
the harvest of our local farms and give thanks 
to all who work so hard on the land to provide 
us with food for our tables. Do join us even if 
you just want to sing those wonderful Harvest 
Hymns! 
  

A MUSICAL MOSAIC: SATURDAY 20TH 
NOVEMBER AT 7 P.M.  
This is the theme of the first concert to be held 
in the church since March 2020. We are delighted to welcome the Brackley Wind 
Ensemble to entertain us with melodic offerings to warm the soul: book tickets 
now at www.Swalcliffe.org for Saturday 20th November at 7pm.  
 

SAVE THE DATES: 
Sat 4th December – Christmas Market in the church from 12 noon  
Thursday 23rd December – seasonal Nativity Spectacular in the church following 
Carols on the Green at 6pm.  
 

Broughton 

CONCERT: NEW COLLEGE OXFORD CHOIR - MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER we shall be 

hosting at St Mary's church the choir of New College Oxford for a spectacular 

evening concert. Please do save the date as it promises to be a wonderful 

occasion. 

http://www.swalcliffe.org/
http://www.swalcliffe.org/


 

Prayers  

• Thanks giving for Harvest and life it gives us all. 

• For the NFU and for courage and expertise to those who support farmers 

in need through the call centres. 

• That the promises and decisions made at the G8 conference will be carried 

forward to help improve the trajectory of our natural world. 

• For those who still suffer as a result of fire and flooding this year. 

• For the option and capacity to vaccinate all people of the world. 

• That families and children will have a happy and safe half term and return 

refreshed to school as they approach winter. 

• For our village communities and church work within them. 

• For the work of the clergy. 

• For All Saints there is a prayer that follows; 
 

“My God, I thank You for the great teachers and shepherds You sent us to continue 

Your redemptive work on Earth. You told them to baptize all in the name of the 

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and they did so. You told them to forgive 

sins, to sanctify, to preach, to heal, and they did so. They guarded Your flock 

against all error and filled Your Churches with wisdom and understanding flowing 

from their mouths. Inspire me with the same spirit so that I may know You and love 

You and consecrate all I do, say, and think to You. Amen.” 

 

Readings for October                                                  Liturgical colour 

3rd 

October 

Eighteenth Sunday after 
Trinity (proper 22)ii 

Genesis 2: 

18 - 24 

Hebrews  

1: 1 – 4,  

2: 5 - 12 

Mark 10: 

2 - 16 

10th 

October 

Nineteenth Sunday after 
Trinity (proper 23)ii 

Amos 5: 

6 – 7,  

10 - 15 

Hebrews 4: 

12 - end 

Mark 10:  

17 - 31 

17th 

October 

Twentieth Sunday after 
Trinity (proper 24)ii 

Isaiah 53: 

4 -end 

 

Hebrews 5: 

1 - 10 

 

Mark 10:  

35 - 45 

24th 

October 

Last Sunday after Trinity 
(Proper 24) 

Jeremiah 

31: 7 - 9 

Hebrews 7: 

23 - 28 

Mark 10: 

46 - 52 

31st 

October 

All Saints’ Sunday 

 

Wisdom 3: 

1 - 9 

Revelations 

21: 1 – 6a 

John 11:  

32 - 44 
 



Please send your news for the November edition by 

Monday, 11
th
 October, 2021 

   Editor, Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd: carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

 

 

Service Timetable for October                                    Liturgical colour 
 

 

Sunday  
Trinity 18 

3rd
 Tadmarton 

 

10.00am 
 

Benefice Eucharist  NB 

Sunday  
Trinity 19 
 

10th
 Sibford 

Shutford 
Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

8.00am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion BCP  
Holy Communion BCP  
Morning Praise  
Holy Communion  
Harvest Festival  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  

NB 
NB 
Lay led 
JT 
NB 
JT 
GE 

Sunday 
Trinity 20 

17th
 Broughton 

Sibford 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Shutford 
Tadmarton  
Swalcliffe 

8.00am 
9.30am 
9.45am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion BCP  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Morning Praise  
Morning Praise  
Holy Communion 
Harvest Festival  

NB 
NB 
JT 
Lay led 
NB 
JT 
NB 

Sunday  
Last after 
Trinity 
Bible 
Sunday 
 

24th
 Shutford 

Sibford 
Swalcliffe 
Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 

9.30am 
9.30am 
9.30am 
9.45am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion            
Holy Communion BCP  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Village Service  

CH 
GE 
JT 
MC 
JT 
Lay led 

Sunday 
All Saints 

31st
 Sibford 

Epwell 
Broughton 
Tadmarton 
Shutford 
Swalcliffe 

9.30am 
9.45am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
4.00pm 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
Holy Communion  
BCP Evensong Evening 
Worship  

JT 
NB 
NB 
JT 
NB 
NB 

Rector: Rev’d Neil Bowler: 788005 Associate Minister: The Rev’d Canon John Tattersall (JT) 

Assisting Priests:  The Rev’d Dr David Pym (DP), The Rev’d Canon Glyn Evans (GE),  

The Rev’d Canon John Whitwell (JW), Canon Christopher Hall (CH)  

An enormous thank you to Revd Canon Glyn Evans for taking part in the Ride and 
Stride and raising money for the Wykeham Benefice? 

mailto:carolyn.kdeg@zen.co.uk

